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OUR PUBLIC GROUNDS. 

MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 



Area in Total Area 
Acres. in Acres. 



North Brandy wine Park, 80.07 

South Brandjrwine Park, 65.97 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove, 14.78 

Rockford Park, 68.64 



229.46 



SMAI.L PARKS. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Streets, 4 . 45 

Delamore Park, Broom and Maple Streets, 5.34 

Eden Park, New Castle Avenue and F Street 7.35 



17.14 



246.60 



OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 
Not under control of Park Commission. 

Cool Sprinj^ Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets, 7.50 

Rodney Park, Eighth and Cla3rton Streets, 1.66 

Franklin Park, Eighth and Broom Streets, 2.89 

Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington Street, .12 

Kennett Place, Penna. Ave. and Franklin Street, .12 

Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets, .17 

Soldiers Monument, Del. Ave. and Broom Street, .09 



12.55 



Total Area of Parks, 259. 15 

Population of Wilmington in 1896, 70,000 

Area '' '' ** ** 10.18 sq. miles. 

One Acre of Park Land to 270 inhabitants. 
One Acre of Park Land to 26 Acres of City Area. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT FOR 1897. 

In the following report for the year ending December 31st, 
1897, aU that has been attempted is a very brief statement of the 
work of maintenance and improvement carried on through the 
several parks under control of this department. Annexed thereto 
is a statement of the receipts and expenditures for the year, 
giving these expenditures in detail, and showing the proportion 
diverted respectively to ** Maintenance" and "Construction." 

The city has been fortunate in securing within the past year 
all the remaining property contained within the triangle bounded 
by Market Street extended on the west, Brandjrwine Race on the 
north, and Bridge Street or Market Street diverted on the south- 
east, and it will therefore be feasible, and in order, to complete 
the driveway from West Street down to Market Street and make 
the main entrance there. The properties acquired within the 
past year were the dwelling house belonging to the Townsend 
Estate for $3,750.00 and the drug store and other buildings of 
John J. Gallagher for $8,428.00. Some valuable additions to park 
land were also secured on the north side of the Brandjrwine Creek 
from the Estate of Joseph Tatnall, comprising all the land be- 
tween the long and short races, from the spillway near Market 
Street to the park land, and between the long race and Glen 
Avenue from Tatnall Street to the park land, including the bed 
of the proposed Glen Avenue, the total cost of this property 
being $6,102.98. 
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SWIMMING POOI.. 

Circumstances made it incumbent on this department to 
undertake the construction of a public swimming bath and as 
early as the funds therefor were forthcoming, the work on this 
structure was commenced. It had originally been intended to 
erect this swimming pool in the meadow between the Race and 
Creek below the Old Barley Mill site, and get the water supply 
necessary for the purpose directly from the race, but the Board of 
Water Commissioners having agreed to furnish the requisite 
amount of water from the regular city supply pipes, free of 
charge, it was decided to locate the pool in the lot on the north- 
erly side of Wawaset Street between Adams and Jackson Streets. 
A concrete basin 50 feet wide by 100 feet long was constructed 
on a dry stone foundation, and a light frame roofed structure 
built around on top, leaving the central space open to light and 
air. This corridor or shed surrounding the pool contains an 
office for the attendant, 72 dressing rooms, and all necessary 
conveniences. A registering turnstile at the entrance will record 
the number of people using the bath. The water in the basin 
varies in depth from 2 feet 9 inches at the shallowest part, to 5 feet 
6 inches at the deepest end. Owing to the delay in receiving the 
appropriation from City Council, the pool was not completed in 
time for use last Summer. The structure complete cost $4,702. 76. 

PARK DRIVEWAY. 

The work of final grading and shaping of the driveway from 
West Street to Van Buren Street was next taken up, preparatory 
to macadamizing that section. All the stone that had been quar- 
ried out when the driveway was first graded was utilized in lay- 
ing the lower course of telford pavement, on top of which was 
placed a course of crushed Brandywine granite. The total length 
of roadway macadamized was 2100 feet, or about 7000 square 
yards, and the cost thereof including final grading, gutters, etc., 
was $3,814.69,— an average cost per square yard of 54?^ cents, 
or $i.8it% cents per running foot of thirty feet wide roadway. 
At the same time that this work was in progress, the banks on 
either side were being sloped, dressed and sodded as far as possi- 
ble. 
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The portion of the park driveway from Van Buren to Clayton 
Street was covered with cinders early in the season, and as soon 
as all the stone which had been piled up along it had been re- 
moved and used in macadamizing the lower section, an effort was 
made to improve its general condition by more adequate drainage. 
A drain pipe was laid from the iron bridge across the race about 
opposite Harrison Street, up to the park driveway near the lower 
quarry, where inlets were connected with it. The drain was also 
carried up under the driveway to a point near Hancock Street, 
and inlets connected therewith at intervals. Cross drain pipes 
with inlets attached were also put in at several other points along 
the drive. 

The heavy teams used in hatiling the stone and other mater- 
ial for building the lower section of the road had tended to cut up 
the cinder surfaced portion, and leave it in a very rough state, 
but it is now being shaped up, and re-cindered, and should remain 
in fairly good condition for the light traffic to which alone it 
should be subjected. 

SU)PING BANKS. 

The banks along this portion of the roadway were also sloped 
and shaped up to some extent, but some extra dirt is still required 
to bring them to the proper shape. Vines have been planted 
along some of the steeper banks where grass could not be grown 
to advantage. The high bank along the westerly side of Van 
Buren Street which has long been a disfiguring element, was 
graded, terraced and sodded at a cost of $1,135.50, the dirt exca- 
vated therefrom being used in filling out the slopes of the drive- 
way, and the stone in macadamizing same, and for foundations of 
the swimming pool and foot walks. 

FOOT WAI.KS. 

Owing to the restricted amount of space remaining between 
the walls and the race for the roadway and sidewalks from 
West to Jefferson Streets, it was deemed advisable to put a 
cement sidewalk along that section, forming a cement curb with 
the sidewalk, and running the roadway up to this curb. This 
foot walk was constructed with a stone foundation, the surfacing 
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being done by contract. The total cost thereof, including founda- 
tion was $815.92, an average of 15^ cents per square foot. From 
Jefferson to Van Buren Streets, and on Jackson Street, up to 
Wawaset, the tar-pitch composition was used for surfacing the 
foot walks, while at Jefferson Street, Adams Street, and the 
entrance to the cemetery, sections of pavement were laid with 
paving brick. There were 11 206 square feet of tar walks laid, 
the cost of which was $990.37 or 8-^ cents per square foot. The 
total cost including the brick pavement and some surplus material 
was $1,111.22. The walks in connection with those laid last 
year make a continuous path from the wire bridge above Clajrton 
Street, to West Street. 

Cement foot walks were contracted for and laid on both sides 
of the Boulevard from the northerly end of Washington Street 
Bridge to Eighteenth Street. That on the westerly side cost 
$831.69 or at the rate of 14A cents per square foot complete, and 
on the easterly side the cost was $760.76 or 14^ cents per square 
foot. A portion of the foot walk on the northerly side of Kentmere 
Parkway, near Rockford Road was relaid at a total cost of $69.03. 

SMALI. PAVILION. 

During the Spring a small rustic cedar pavilion was erected 
in South Brandjrwine Park at a point overlooking the race and 
the creek, immediately alongside of the new walk laid last year, 
furnishing a pleasant resting place and shelter, and adding to the 
picturesque scene in that locality. 

JESSUP'S ROAD. 

Jessup's Road, on the northerly side of the Brandywine, lead- 
ing from Market Street up towards Rockland was found to be in 
very bad shape, and some attention was devoted to putting it in 
better condition. All ruts were fill up; some rocks blasted out, 
and the roadway dressed up generally, and resurfaced with ashes 
at a cost of $163.48. 

ROCKFORD PARK DRIVEWAY. 

The grading of Rockford Park Driveway was commenced the 
early part of August, two sections of men being put at work, one 
section on earthwork, and one on the rocky portions. At the 
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same time masons were employed in building the retaining walls, 
utilizing the stone as it was quarried out of the cuts. It was 
decided to finish everything as the grading progressed, and to 
that end, the top soil which had been first removed was spread 
over the sloped banks as soon as the latter were in shape to 
receive it. The retaining walls were built up to the level of the 
roadway, above which the parapet walls were constructed about 
three feet high, every endeavor being made to impart to the latter 
a rough, aged appearance, the better to conform to the surround- 
ing scenery. Ditches were cut on either side of the roadway 
where deemed necessary, and cross drains laid at several points, 
with inlets at the upper end. This work was completed early in 
October and the work of surfacing the roadway with cinders was 
cpmmenced at once, and pushed as rapidly as the supply of cin- 
ders would permit. Some difficulty was experienced in obtaining 
sufficient material to make the fills, but enough was finally 
obtained for all, except at the entrance near Rockford Road, 
where for several hundred feet it still remains unfinished. Dirt 
for this portion will be obtained from grading to be done on some 
of the dty streets early in the Spring, and as soon as this is com- 
pleted, it will also be surfaced with cinders, and the road will 
then be in condition to be enjoyed by the public. That it will be 
largely used was clearly proven in the short time that it was open, 
when numbers of people walked or drove over it, and were for 
the first time brought to a realization of the beauties of scenery 
to be enjoyed in Rockford Park. To many of our citizens it has 
been a revelation; the more surprising because comparatively 
few even knew of its existence, and the further fact that the new 
road traverses a section unsurpassed for natural beauty, new vistas 
opening up at every bend. An entrance was made from Church 
Lane, a few hundred feet west of Mt. Salem Church, the whole 
length of the driveway from Rockford Road to this point being 
4600 feet. The cost of grading this road, including sloping of 
banks was $3,406.26, and for the retaining walls $671.74. 

PI^ANTING. 

About 430 trees and shrubs were set out in the Autumn, 
mostly at points along the driveway through Brand3n/rine and 
Rockford Parks, the object being, in most instances, to plant out 
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as much as possible some unsightly buildings and to preserve and 
extend the impression of remoteness from dty life. 

SETTEES. 

One hundred new settees were purchased during the summer, 
and distributed among the parks. 

UGHTING. 

At the close of the year a contract was entered into with the 
Wilmington City Electric Company, under the general terms of 
which electric lights will be furnished at a uniform annual rate of 
$1 lo.oo for 2000 candle power arc lamps, and $18.71 for 25 candle 
power incandescent lamps burning all night throughout the year, 
and a rate oi 2}i cents per lamp hour for 2000 candle power arc 
lamps, and }i cent per lamp hour for 25 candle power incandes- 
cent lamps burning only at stated intervals. The terms of this 
new contract now apply to the lighting of Delamore Park, and 
arrangements have been made to light Kirkwood Park, and the 
system will be further extended during the coming season. 

KIRKWOOD PARK. 

Nothing beyond general maintenance and minor improve- 
ments has been attempted at Kirkwood Park in the course of the 
past year. It was found impracticable to resurface the walks, but 
improvements in that line will be carried out in the near future. 
Three incandescent lamps and two arc lamps have been ordered, 
and will be erected as soon as the material is obtained. 

DEI.AMORE PARK. 

An octagonal pavilion constructed of rough cedar with sub- 
stantial cement floor was contracted for early in the season, and 
erected during July at a cost of $306.00. About 7930 square feet 
of tar foot walks were laid in October at a cost of $768.03, or at a 
rate of 93^ cents per square foot. The surface of the ground was 
smoothed up somewhat, and top soil spread over a large part of 
its area. 
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EDEN PARK. 

A large shelter or pavilion 25 by 52 feet was erected at 
Eden Park, the design being a double octagon. Cedar was used 
in its construction, with a shingle roof stained a mossy green, 
the whole having a pleasing rustic effect. The floor is of cement, 
and the cost of the pavilion complete $531.00. Twelve oil lamps 
were placed in Eden Park, and kept lighted during the summer 
months. 

The historic rams, which have for years surmounted the gate 
posts at the entrance to the park, have been entirely renovated, 
and are ready to grace the new columns when the proposed design 
for the entrance is carried out, and they will as heretofore, con- 
tinue to butt each other when they hear the stroke of the noon- 
days bells. 

CONCI.USION. 

In May 1897, ^ convention devoted to park matters was called 
at I/)uisville, Ky. , at which two members of the Board, and the 
Engineer were present, when a permanent organization was 
formed under the name '*Park and Outdoor Art Association,'* and 
arrangements were made for an annual convention to be held at 
Minneapolis, Minn., on June, 22d, 1898. It can be safely stated 
that those whose pleasure it was to be present at this convention, 
came away with broader views of park management, and it would 
seem that a continuance of these annual conventions, and the 
consequent growth of this Association, cannot fail to promote a 
higher standard of knowledge and taste in park and landscape 
work, and members and officers on whom the future development 
of our Wilmington Parks depends, cannot afford to miss the 
opportunities which future annual conventions of this Association 
will afford for a deeper, broader understanding of the work before 
them. 

I refrain from offering suggestions or estimates for improve- 
ments which would seem to be most necessary for the ensuing 
year, as this subject is now in the hands of the committee that 
will duly report thereon. 

In closing I wish to record my appreciation of the hearty co- 
operation and efficient aid given by the members of the Executive 
Committee in the execution of the work under my charge. 

Thkodorb a. I^bisBn, Engineer and Superintendent. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

For the. year ending December 31st, 1897. 

Rkcbipts. 

Balance $5>5oo 80 

Annual Appropriation $15,000 00 

Special Appropriation, Sale of Bonds . . 15,000 00 

Rents of Houses 1,569 50 

Sale of wood, grass, etc 50 00 

Sundries 7 96 

Interest 108 66 



31,736 12 
*37,236 92 



Expenditures. 

Engineering and Superintendence ... $2, 142 74 

Police 4,327 33 

Maintenance i,97i 64 

Wghting Brand3rwine Park 197 20 

General Expenses 657 40 

Repairs to Buildings 337 53 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway loo 29 

Settees 35^ 5o 

Boulevard 565 32 

Washington Triangle 239 34 

Curbing 393 89 

Creek Retaining Wall 8 91 

Foot Bridges 46 45 

Planting 235 47 

Jessup's Road 163 48 

Grading Park Driveway 507^5 

Macadamizing Park Driveway 3,814 69 

Drainage 840 63 

Sloping Banks 429 1 1 



$17,330 77 
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Brought Forward $i7.330 77 

Foot Walks 4,2x8 64 

Small Pavilion in Brandjrwine Park ... 106 86 

Grading and Sodding Van Buren St. Bank i , 1 35 50 
Rockford Park Retaining Walls .... 671 74 

Grading Rockford Park Driveway .... 3,406 26 
Cindering Rockford Park Driveway . . . 104 30 

Tools and Implements 228 53 

Swimming Pool 4»702 76 

KirkwoodPark 118 86 

Delamore Park 1,425 66 

Kden Park 74^ 05 

16,860 16 



34ii90 93 
Balance 3,045 99 

$37,236 92 
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STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES IN DETAIL. 

For the year ending December 31st, 1897. 
On Account of Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries and Labor $ 1,928 54 

General Expenses 59i 70 

$ 2,520 24 

P01.ICE. 

Salaries of Park Guards $ 2, 108 68 

Uniforms 185 50 

Material 1190 

2,306 08 

Maintenance. 

I^bor $ 1,605 38 

Hauling 178 22 

Material 188 04 

1,971 64 

Lighting Brandywine Park. 

Contract, (10 lights) 197 20 

Repairs to Buii^dings. 

Labor $ 72 16 

Material i47 37 

Contract 118 00 

337 53 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway. 

Labor $ 19 00 

Hauling 23 85 

Material 57 44 

100 29 

Settees. 

Contract 35i 50 

$ 7,784 48 
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Brought Forward $ 7,784 48 

BOUI^VARD. 

Labor $ 69 54 

Hauling 51 5o 

Material 44 28 

Contract 400 00 



jBSSUP's Road. 

Labor $ 112 23 

Hauling 51 25 

Grading Park Driveway. 

Labor $ 316 10 

Hauling 191 75 



565 32 

Washington Triangi.e. 

Labor $ 22 20 

Hauling 17 80 

Material 15 00 

Contract 184 34 

239 34 

Curbing. 

Labor ... $ 73 33 

Material 28 36 

Contract 292 20 

393 89 

Creek Retaining Wai^l. 

Labor 8 91 

Foot Bridges. 

Material 46 45 

PM.NTING. 

Labor $ 26 25 

Hauling 49 75 

Material 159 47 



235 47 
163 48 

507 85 
$ 9,945 19 
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Brought Forward $ 9,945 19 

Macadamizing Park Driveway. 

I^abor $ 928 48 

Hauling 605 41 

Material 2,280 80 

3,814 69 

Drainage. 

Labor $ 233 83 

Material 606 80 

840 63 

Sloping Banks. 

Labor $ 315 86 

Material "3 25 

429 II 

Foot Walks. 

Labor $ 476 59 

Hauling . 117 09 

Material 918 65 

Contract 2,706 31 

■ 4,2x8 64 

Small Pavilion in Brandywine Park. 

Labor • $ 44 83 

Material 62 03 

106 86 

Grading and Sodding Van Buren Street Bank. 

Labor $ 707 46 

Hauling 357 25 

Material 4 55 

Contract 66 24 

i»i35 50 

RocKPORD Park Retaining Wall. 

Labor $ 57^ 70 

Hauling 47 75 

Material 47 29 

671 74 

$21,162 36 
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Brought Forward $21,162 36 

RocKFORD Park Driveway. 

I^bor $ 2,458 13 

Hauling 861 37 

Material 86 76 

3»4o6 26 

Cindering Rockford Park Driveway. 

Hauling 104 30 

Tooi^ AND Implements. 

Material 205 73 

Swimming Pooi*. 

I^bor $ 520 73 

Hauling 131 00 

Material 290 83 

Contracts 3,760 20 



4>702 76 

Total on account of Main Park System 29,581 41 

On Account of ELirkwood Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence . . $ 42 84 

General Expenses 13 14 

Police 668 45 

Labor 25 48 

Hauling 43 60 

Material 49 78 

Tools and Implements 4 56 



On Account of Dei#amore Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence . . $ 107 10 

General Expenses 32 85 

Police 685 45 

Labor iii 88 

Hauling 31 33 

Material 2 50 

Tools and Implements 1 1 40 

Lighting, (11 lights) 205 92 

Foot Walks 768 03 

Pavilion, (Contract) 306 00 



847 85 



2,262 46 
$32,691 72 
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Brought Forward $32,691 72 

On Account of Eden Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence . . $ 64 26 

General Expenses 19 71 

Police 667 35 

I^abor 89 62 

Hauling 9 50 

Material no 93 

Tools and Implements 6 84 

Pavilion, (Contract) 531 00 



1,499 21 
$34,190 93 
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SUB-DIVISION OF EXPENDITURES UNDER 
"MAINTENANCE" AND "CONSTRUCTION." 

MAINTENANCE. 
Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence . . $ 840 08 

Police 2,306 08 

Maintenance ii97i 64 

Lighting Brandy wine Park .... 197 20 

Repairs to Buildings 337 53 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway ... 100 29 

Settees 35^ 5o 

Tools and Implements 68 57 

$ 6,172 89 

Kirkwood Park 847 85 

Delamore Park 961 34 

Eden Park 758 55 

$ 8,740 63 

CONSTRUCTION. 
Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence . . $ 1,680 16 

Boulevard 565 32 

Washington Triangle 239 34 

Curbing 393 89 

Creek Retaining Wall 8 91 

Foot Bridges 46 45 

Planting 235 47 

Jessup's Road 163 48 

Grading Park Driveway 507 85 

Macadamizing Park Driveway . . . 3,814 69 

Drainage 840 63 

Sloping Banks 429 1 1 

$ 8,925 30 $ 8,740 63 
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Brought Forward $ 8,925 30 $8,740 63 

Foot Walks 4,218 64 

Small Pavilion 106 86 

Grading and Sodding Van Buren St. 

Bank 1,135 50 

Rockford Park Retaining Walls . . . 671 74 

Grading Rockford Park Driveway . . 3,40626 

Cindering Rockford Park Driveway . 104 30 

Tools and Implements 137 16 

Swimming Pool 4i702 76 

$23,408 30 

Delamore Park 1,301 12 

Kden Park 740 66 



25,450 30 
$34,190 93 
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PARK REGULATIONS. 



No person shall ride or drive upon any part of the Park ex- 
cept upon the roads intended for such purposes. 

No person shall bring led horses within the limits of the 
Park nor turn any horses, cattle, goats, swine, dogs or other ani- 
mals loose in the Park. 

No person shall indulge in any threating, abusive, insulting 
or indecent language, or commit any obscene or indecent act in 
the Park. 

No person shall carry firearms, shoot birds, or other animals, 
nor throw stones or other missiles, or in any way disturb or annoy 
the birds or animals within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall throw any dead animals or other offensive 
matter into the Park, nor foul any spring, brook or other water 
within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall cut, break or otherwise injure or deface any 
trees, shrubs, plants, turf, rock or any building, fence, bridge or 
other structure within the Park. 

No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise aflSix or dis- 
tribute any signs, advertisements or circulars within the Park. 

No person shall injure, deface, destroy, or remove any notices 
or regulations for the government of the Park. 

Penalties, $5.00 to $10.00 
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OUR PUBLIC GROUNDS, 

MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 



Area in Total Area 
Acres. in Acres. 



North Brand3rwine Park, 80.07 

South Brand3rwine Park, 66.07 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove, 14.83 

Rockford Park, 68.64 



229.61 



SMAI.I. PARKS. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Streets, 4.45 

Delamore Park, Broome and Maple Streets, 5.34 

Eden Park, New Castle Avenue and F. Street, 7.35 



17.14 
246.75 



OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 

Not under control of Park Commission. 

Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets, 7.50 

Rodney Park, Eighth and Clayton Streets, 1.66 

Franklin Park, Eighth and Broome Streets, 2.89 

Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington Street, .12 

Kennett Place, Penna. Ave. and Franklin Street, .12 

Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets, .17 

Soldiers Monument, Del. Ave. and Broome Street, .09 



12.55 

Total Area of Parks, 259.30 

Population of Wilmington in 1896, 70,000 

Area ** " ** ** 10.18 sq. miles. 

One Acre of Park Land to 270 inhabitants. 
One Acre of Park Land to 26 Acres of City Area. 



F 




SUPCmNTCNDCNT'S REPORT rOR 1595. 

The end of the present year brings to a close the work done 
under the special loan of twenty-five thousand dollars issued by 
act of the I<egislature of 1897, fifteen thousand dollars of which 
was utilized in 1897 ^^^ the balance of ten thousand was expend- 
ed during the current year. Without entering into any minute 
details, the following summary reviews briefly the work which 
has been accomplished during these two years: 

Construction of the Swimming Pool on Wawaset Street 
between Adams and Jackson Streets; Erection of Shelters or 
Pavilions in Brandywine Park, Delamore Park and Eden Park, 
and Guard House in Rockford Park. 

Grading, draining, and surfacing with cinders of Rockford 
Park Drive from Rockford Road to Church Lane, and construc- 
tion of all necessary retaining walls. Grading, draining and 
cindering Glen Avenue (Jessup's Road) from below Washington 
Street Bridge to above the Fish Ponds. Demolition of old build- 
ings at Fifteenth and Market Streets, and grading of this ground 
for the entrance to Brand3rwine Drive from Market and King 
Streets. 

Macadamizing Brandjrwine Drive from West Street to Van 
Buren Street, and incidental thereto the cleaning up and utiliza- 
tion of all stone along the drive west of Van Buren Street, and 
the surfacing and cindering of this latter section. Partial paving 
and macadamizing of entrance at Market Street. Construction 
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of Masonry wall along Brandywine Creek between West and 
Market Streets and raising of Race walls along same section. 
Construction of two steel roadway bridges across Race at Market 
Street and near West Street. 

Construction of tar-pitch footwalks from Van Buren to 
Jefferson Streets, and in Delamore and Eden Parks, and cement 
walks from Jefferson to West Streets; on both Bridges crossing 
the ;Race; on both sides of the Boulevard from Washington 
Street Bridge to Eighteenth Street, and on the northerly side of 
Kentmere Parkway westward from Ba3rard Avenue. 

Construction of stone steps leading from the Brand3n¥ine 
Drive to Washington Street. Construction of Eden Park 
Entrance. 

Grading, sloping, and sodding of banks at various points 
throughput the Parks, and planting of about sixteen hundred trees 
and shrubs. 



The ensuing report details the work done during the year 
ending December 31, 1898, and in conjunction therewith a state- 
ment of receipts and expenditures, showing the distribution of 
funds under the respective heads, together with the relative 
amounts devoted to maintenance and construction. 

Two small sections of land, not heretofore reported, were 
added to the Parks, both deeded to the dty by William M. Field, 
one of which was at Union Street and Kentmere Parkway, 
widening the entrance to the Parkway on the northerly side, and 
allowing a more graceful sweep at this point. While only a 
nominal money consideration appears as the price of the land, the 
actual consideration was the agreement on behalf of the Board of 
Park Commissioners to assume the expense of constructing a 
short section of roadway across the park land to give an entrance 
to Mr. Field's property, and connecting with his previously 
constructed private road. The actual proportion of expense 
borne by this department was $120.72. The other piece of land 
was the bed of Riddle's Road from the northerly side of Wawaset 
Street to the easterly side of Riddle Avenue, as now projected on 
the dtyjplans. 



BOARD OF PARK COHHI88IONBRS. 



ENGINEERING AND SUPERINTENDENCE. 

The total cost of en^eering and superintendenoe for the 
main park system and small parks, including all charges for office 
expenses, stationery, supplies, water rents, insurance on buildings, 
and all items under General Expenses not chargeable to other 
accounts, was $2,730.12, and taking the past two years together, 
these expenses were about nine percent of the total expenditures. 
This is the lowest percentage of administrative expenses for any 
year since the park work has been under way, and as little or no 
extra expense of this nature would be entailed were our appro- 
priation double what it is, it can readily be seen that this rate 
would diminish rapidly, with any increase in the annual appropri- 
ation. 



POUCE. 

The fixed expenses for policing the parks constitute the 
greatest drain on oui; funds, although it seems inexpedient to 
curtail the present force, as it is absolutely necessary for the 
preservation of property and order, to maintain one man at each 
of the small parks, and for the main park system there are only 
four men, one each in North Brandywine, South Brandywine and 
Rockford Park, and one extra man acting in conjunction with 
them. The keeper on Kentmere Parkway, whose time is partially 
charged to Police is necessary to the maintenance of that section. 

LIGHTING. 

Under the terms of the contract made last year with the 
Wilmington City Electric Company, the system of lighting has 
been extended in Brand3rwine and Delamore Parks, and a new 
system installed at Kirkwood Park. Under the system adopted 
the number of lights has been materially increased, but a large 
proportion are allowed to bum only at such hours as seems neces- 
sary in the various locations. In Brand3rwine Park six lamps 
bum all night and every night, and twenty-two lamps are on the 
partial system. In Kirkwood Park three incandescent lamps bum 
all night, and two arc lamps at intervals only. In Delamore Park, 
five bum all night, and ten are on the partial time system. 
Rockford Grove is also lighted under special arrangement. It 
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would seem advisable to install a system of incandescent lamps at 
Bden Park to replace the oil lamps, as the latter are very unsatis- 
factory. 

SETTEES AND TABLES. 

One hundred settees and twenty folding picnic tables were 
purchased in July and set out through the parks. The number of 
settees now on hand will probably suffice for several years. 

SWIMMING POOL. 

The record of the first season of the Swimming Pool may 
give some idea as to its utility and popularity. The bath was 
kept open every day, except Sundays from the first Monday in 
June until the last day of September. A keeper was employed 
for the four months at a salary of fifty dollars per month, whose 
duties were to preserve order, prevent accidents and take general 
care of the bath. With a view to a more general accommodation, 
and incidentally to make it partially self-sustaining, it was decided 
to impose a small admission fee on certain days. Originally two 
days of each week were pay da3rs, and the remaining four free, 
one of them being reserved for women and children. Subsequent- 
ly this arrangement was changed and only one pay day reserved 
for men, and the women's day was divided, — five cents admission 
being charged in the forenoon only. 

The total number of bathers during the season was 25,497, 
divided as follows; Men 24,451; Women 1,046. Of this number 
1,264, ^^ about five per. cent, paid admission. The greatest 
number of bathers accommodated in one day was 974, and the 
average daily attendance for the whole season 250. The cost of 
maintenance, including some necessary repairs and changes, in- 
stalling of electric light and use of current, etc. was $272.36, and 
the revenue from paid admission $124.75, making the net cost of 
maintaining the Swimming Pool $147.61. The meter record of 
the Water Department showed that 2,170,000 gallons of water 
were used. 

GRADING BRANDYWINE DRIVE. 

The several old buildings on land acquired for park purposes 
at Fifteenth and Market Streets were torn down in July and the 
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work of filling in and grading this portion was oommenoed 
immediately, and shortly after the necessary masonry work was 
completed and the bridges erected, this section, and the major 
portion between Market and West Streets were brought to grade. 

GRADING GLEN AVENUE. 

Early in the season it was determined to grade a portion of 
Glen Avenue formerly known as Jessup's Road, for the purpose 
of bringing the line of said road to conform to the new line of 
Glen Avenue as laid out on the dty plans, and also with a view 
to cleaning off and beautif jdng the rocky bluff at the northerly 
end of Washington Street Bridge. About 3,400 cubic yards of 
earth and i ,500 cubic yards of rock were excavated in accomplish- 
ing this work, the stone being utilized largely in constructing the 
walls along the Race and Creek between Market and West 
Streets. The surface of the graded portion of the road was after- 
wards covered with cinders, and the cut-off portion of the old 
Jessup*s Road was filled in with dirt and soil, and some planting 
done to obliterate all signs of its existence. 

DRAINAGE, 

The grading of Glen Avenue necessitated the draining of the 
section adjacent thereto. A twenty inch terra cotta pipe laid 
under Idea's Race, forms the main outfall sewer, from which 
branches extend across Glen Avenue and up to top of hill, inlets 
being built at several points, and provision made to drain the Pish 
Ponds. A drain pipe was also laid under Glen Avenue at Wash- 
ington Street Bridge, connecting with trunk drain over the race. 
In all about 520 feet of terra cotta pipe was laid, var3ring in size 
from 20 inches to 4 inches in diameter. 

In South Brandywine Park drain pipes connected with the 
necessary inlets were laid along the drive near Adams Street; at 
West Street, and along the Race near Market Street, a total of 
about 380 feet of 8 inch and 10 inch pipe. 

BRIDGES. 

Two steel roadway bridges were contracted for with the 
Edge Moor Bridge Works, for carrying the drive across the Race 
at West and Market Streets. Masonry arches would have been 
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in better keeping with the surroundings, but the cost of such 
being far in excess of the available funds, the steel girder was 
adopted as a substitute, with a floor system of buckle plates 
covered with concrete, and macadam on top, to correspond with 
the surface of the roadways. The design of the bridges was in 
the arch form, which, with the low railing, and heavy granite 
comer posts makes a pleasing effect, and a fair compromise 
between the arch proper and the usual steel girder bridge. The 
cost of the two bridges complete including concreting, etc. 
was $4,438.11. 

CREEK WALL. 

The dry masonry wall along the edge of the creek between 
West and Market Streets was increased in height sufficiently to 
allow for the necessary filling and embankment for a thirty feet 
wide roadway, and the extra width at the ends due to the turn 
from the bridges. About 476 cubic yards of wall was built at a 
cost of $1.80 per yard. Eventually this wall should be raised 
about five feet, and surmounted by a parapet wall for its entire 
length. 

RACE WALLS. 

The rise in grade of the roadway in order to give the 
requisite amount of clearance under the bridges necessitated an 
increase in the height of the walls on either side of the race, which 
now act as abuttments and wing walls to the bridges. These 
walls were built with Portland Cement, the total amount being 
460 cubic yards at a cost of $3.84 per cubic yard. 

FOOT WALKS. 

Cement Walks were constructed from West Street to and 
across the bridge near that point, and also on the bridge near 
Market Street, and a section of brick side walk was laid on 
Market Street. In conjunction with the above, cement curb and 
gutters were also constructed where necessary. 

In North Brandjrwine Park a walk composed of crushed stone 
and screenings was constructed from the pavilion to foot of hill 
near Washington Street Bridge. 
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PLANTING. 

The first efforts toward a systematic design for planting out 
the borders of the Park Land were made during the present year, 
and it is to be hoped that this work may be pushed forward 
rapidly, as it is highly important that any planting which is to be 
done, be attended to without delay. Certain sections of the 
built up land abutting on the border streets are of an extremely 
un-omamental class, and the wisdom of endeavoring to screen 
this from view cannot be questioned. 

SMALL PARKS. 

The walks at Kirkwood Park were surfaced with stone 
screenings, and the Westerly boundary was curbed at the request 
of the Street and Sewer Department. 

At Kden Park a new entrance was built and the roadway at 
the entrance was graded and paved with fire brick. A foot walk 
from the entrance to the pavilion was also laid. 




OLD OATBWAY, KOBN PARK. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

The ragged appearance of the unfinished section of roadway 
between Market and West Streets makes it imperative that its 
completion be given first consideration. The necessary drainage 
must first be attended to and the roadway should next be macada- 
mized. The banks should be sloped and if necessary sodded, and 
shrubbery and trees set out. 
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A good path in Rockf ord Park is one of the necessities which 
shoidd be met during the coming season. It should extend from 
Rockford Road to the neighborhood of Will's Rock and possibly 
over to Church Lane. 

It is also hoped that in their endeavor to meet the demand of 
the public, the Wilmington City Railway Company will soon 
extend its tracks to some point near the boundary of Rockford 
Park and if this were done, a path woidd be required from said 
point to connect with the projected path before mentioned. 

The path in North Brandywine Park from the end of 
Washington Street Bridge should be completed without delay, 
and this woidd also bring up the question of building the wall 
along the top of the cliff , which was not done last year from lack 
of necessary funds. 

There are several other projects to which attention has been 
called in previous reports, which might weU be carried out during 
the coming year, but which under our present annual appropria- 
tion woidd be utterly impossible. It is therefore urged upon 
members of City Council that they make an effort to concede 
something beyond the minim^itn figure allowed for Park Improve- 
ments. 

CONCLUSION. 
In closing it is our painfid duty to record the death of one 
member of the Park Commission, and another who had but lately 
resigned, both of whom served since the creation of the Board — 
Hon. Thomas F. Bayard and J. Taylor Gause. Both have been 
prevented from giving any active aid to Park work for the past 
few years,— one on account of absence from home; the other 
owmg to ill health,-but both helped with vigor the park move- 
ment in Its indpiency, and all lovers of nature accord them, and 
the pubhc m general owe them, a debt of gratitude for their share 
of the work on behalf of Wihnington Parks 



Th«odor« a. L«is«n, 

Engineer and Superintendent. 
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riNANCIAL STATmCNT. 

For the year ending Deoember 31, 1898. 

RKC9IPTS. 

Balance $ 3,045 99 

Annual Appropriation, $15,000 00 

Special Appropriation — Sale of Bonds, . 10,000 00 

Rents of Houses, i,533 00 

Rockford Park earnings, 339 26 

Swimming Pool receipts 123 75 

Sale of grass, wood, etc., 25 50 

Sale of Old Buildings, 15th and Market, 217 00 

Sundries, 56 73 

Interest, 103 67 



Board of Education — one-third cost of 

steps at Washington St. Bridge, . . 311 60 

Street and Sewer Dep't. — one-third cost 

of steps at Washington St. Bridge, 311 60 

Wm. M. Field — quota of cost of con- 
struction of Field's Road, .... 97 05 

Gilpin Avenue Tree Fund, 148 65 



KXPBNDITURKS. 

Engineering and Superintendence, ... $ i>877 60 

Police, 4,922 64 

Maintenance, 1,669 53 

General Expenses, 852 52 

lighting, 452 61 

Repairs to Buildings, 231 54 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway, .... 37 90 

Settees and Tables, 278 00 



27,398 91 



868 90 
31,313 80 



$10,322 34 
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Brought Forwud, $10,322 34 

Swimmiiig Pool. 272 36 

Tools and Implements, iii 25 

Gnding Rockfaid Drive, 4^15 

Gnding Bnndywine Drive, 213 21 

Gnding Gkn Avenue, 2,692 16 

Drainage — ^Bnndywine Drive, .... 131 67 

Drainage — Gkn Avenne, 342 65 

Maradamiring Brandywine Drive, . . . 326 74 

Cindering Rockfacd Drive, 132 17 

Cindering Brandywine Drive, 30 00 

Bridges, 4.43» " 

CieekWali, »54 10 

Race Walls, 1,767 17 

Sloping Banks, 137 62 

Foot Walks, 608 94 

Cnrixing and Sidewalks, 286 46 

Guard House — ^Rockfoid Park, .... 102 75 

Planting, 233 54 

Field's Road, 217 77 

Steps at Washington SL Bridge, .... 934 80 

Kirkwood Park, 419 68 

Delamoire Paik, 240 25 

Bden Park, 952 12 

$25,810 01 

®«^^«. 5.503 79 



$31,313 80 
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STATEMENT Or EXPENDITURES IN DETAIL 

For the year ending December 31, 1898. 

On account op Main Park Systbm. 

Enginekring and Supbrintendencb. 

Salaries and Labor, $ 1,71002 

General Expenses, 776 35 

$ 2,486 37 

POUCK. 

Salaries of Park Guards $ 2,733 99 

Uniforms, . . . . • 192 64 

Material, 9 05 

$ 2,935 68 

Maintenance. 

Labor, $ 1,234 58 

Material, 245 30 

Hauling, 189 65 

$ 1,669 53 

Lighting. 

Electric Current, $ 148 16 

Installing System, 304 45 

$ 452 61 

Repairs to Buiij)ings. 

Labor, $ 73 92 

Material, 59 62 

Hauling, 4 00 

Contract, 94 00 

$ 231 54 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway. 

Labor, $ 20 00 

Material, 12 90 

Hauling, 5 00 

$ 37 90 

$ 7,813 63 
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Broogfat Forward, $ 7>8i3 63 

Sbttbbs AMD Tabus. 

Material, $ 278 00 

SWIMMIKG Pooi^ 

Labor, $ 212 60 

Material, etc, 40 54 

lighting, 19 22 

$ 272 36 

Tools and Implements. 

Material, $ loi 30 

Grading Rockford Drive. 

Labcnr, $ 27 40 

Hauling, 14 75 

$ 42 15 

Grading Brandtwine Drive. 

LabcMT, $ 113 47 

Material, etc, 27 68 

Hauling, 72 06 

$ 213 21 

Grading Glen Avenue. 

Labor, $ 2,210 81 

Material, 79 75 

Hauling, 401 60 

$ 2,692 16 

Drainage — ^Brandtwine Drive. 

Labor, $ 39 65 

Material, 90 77 

HauUug. I 25 

$ 131 67 

Drainage— Glen An-enue, 

Ubor. $ "o 83 

Material 231 82 

$ 342 65 

MACADAIililKxi HilAHTlYWlNE PRIVE, 

_..$ 19024 
I, . , . , . 9000 

HftuHni, 46 50 

$ 326 74 

$12,213 87 
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Brought Forward, $12,215 87 

CiNDKRING ROCKFORD DRIVE. 

Hauling, $ 132 17 

Cindering Brandywine Drive. 

Hauling, $ 30 00 

Bridges. 

Contracts, ,.$ 4,221 12 

Labor, 33 54 

Material, 183 45 

$ 4,438 II 

Creek Wall. 

Labor $ 591 18 

Material 43 65 

Hauling, 219 27 

$ 854 10 

Race Walls. 

Labor $ 833 16 

Material 830 28 

Hauling 103 73 

$ 1,767 17 

Sloping Banks. 

Labor, $ 118 87 

Hauling, 18 75 

$ 137 62 

Foot Walks. 

Contract $' 219 96 

Labor, . . 140 68 

Material, 189 30 

Hauling, 59 00 

$ 608 94 

Curbing and Sidewalks. 

Labor, $ 76 20 

Material, 181 54 

Hauling, 28 72 

— $ 286 46 

Guard House in Rockford Park. 

Contract, $ 102 75 

$20,571 19 
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Brought Forward, $20,571 19 

Pmlnting. 

Labor, . $ 74 58 

Material, 139 21 

Hauling, 19 75 



Field's Road. 

Labor $ 42 27 

Material, 145 80 

Hauling, 29 70 

Steps at Washington Street Bridge. 

Contract, $ 901 60 

Labor 14 5o 

Material 18 70 



$ 233 54 



$ 217 77 



$ 934 80 



Total on account of Main Park System, $21,957 3® 

On Account op Kirkwood Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, . $ 46 92 

Police 663 32 

General Expenses, 21 32 

Labor, 30 49 

Hauling, 34 37 

Material, "4 37 

Curbing (Contract), 159 98 

Lighting, 80 47 

Tools and Implements, 2 80 



On Account op Delamore Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, . $ 26 81 

Police, 663 32 

General Expenses, 12 20 

Labor, 6 20 

Material, etc., 5 40 

Hauling, 2 50 

Lighting, 226 15 

Tools and Implements, i 60 



$ i»i54 04 



$ 944 18 
$24,055 52 




^ 
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Brought Forward $24)055 52 

On Account op Edkn Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, . $ 93 85 

Police, 660 32 

General Expenses, 42 65 

Entrance (Contract), 595 83 

Labor, 36 47 

Material, etc., 65 90 

Hauling, 7 00 

Pootwalks, 238 72 

Lighting, 8 20 

Tools and Implements, ...... 5 55 

$ i»754 49 

$25,810 01 
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SU&-DIVISION or EXPENDITURES UNDER 

"MAINTENANCE^^ AND "CONSTRUCTION/^ 

MAINTENANCE. 
Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence, . $ 828 79 

Police, 2,935 68 

Maintenance 1,669 53 

Lighting, 148 16 

Repairs to Buildings, 231 54 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway, . . 37 90 

Settees and Tables, 278 00 

Swimming Pool, 272 36 

Tools and Implements, 33 77 

$ 6,435 73 

Kirkwood Park, 77i 38 

Delamore Park, 843 00 

Eden Park, 848 93 

$ 8,899 04 

CONSTRUCTION. 
Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence, .$ 1,657 58 

Lighting, 304 45 

Tools and Implements, 67 53 

Grading Rockford Drive, 42 15 

Grading Brandywine Drive, .... 213 21 

Grading Glen Avenue, 2,692 16 

Drainage, Brandjnvine Drive, ... 131 67 

Drainage, Glen Avenue, 34^ 65 

Macadamizing Brandywine Drive, . 326 74 

Cindering Rockford Drive, .... 132 17 

Cindering Brandjrwine Drive, ... 30 00 

$ 5,940 31 $ 8,899 04 
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Brought Forward, $ 5,940 31 $ 8,899 04 

Bridges, 4,438 11 

Creek Wall, 854 10 

Race Walls, 1,767 17 

Sloping Banks, 137 62 

Pootwalks, 608 94 

Curbing and Sidewalks, 286 46 

Guard House in Rockford Park, . . 102 75 

Planting, 233 54 

Field's Road, 217 77 

Steps at Washington Street Bridge, 934 80 

$15,521 57 

Kirkwood Park, 382 66 

Delamore Park, loi 18 

Eden Park, 905 56 

$16,910 97 

$25,810 01 



24 



RBPORT OP THB 



ex. 

g 



'£1 

I 



\ 




1 












(ij 




*o 








2 




1 


00 


8 


M 

00 


1 


1 


1 


i 


Q 


rC 


"" I . 


t 


3 


M 


M 


o 


*«* 


p, 


^^ 


o 








M fl4 


v8 


2 ^ 


R 


2 ti 


Nd 




vd 




^ 




? 






ir 








^ •*< 




§ 




s » 




p 

^ 

s 




1 a 
i§ 1 

«3 M 






(2) 


^ 


Q 


^ 


S. 




H 


1 


O4 




1 


% 


1. 




•< 


S.g' 




i 


^^ 








It 


1^ 1 - 






PU 


(2 ^ - 




OF 
TION. 




It 












ft? 




^M V 




-<! 




II 





...>- 



-.ik^ i 





r 



BOARD OP PAKK COMMISSIOMBSS. 26 



PARK RCGUUmONS. 



No person shall ride or drive upon any part of the Park except 
upon the roads intended for such purposes. 

No person shall bring led horses within the limits of the Park 
nor turn any horses, cattle, goats, swine, dogs or other animals 
loose in the Park. 

No person shall indulge in any threatening, abusive, insulting or 
indecent language, or commit any obscene or indecent act in 
the Park. 

No person shall carry firearms, shoot birds, or other animals, nor 
throw stones or other missiles, or in any way disturb or annoy 
the birds or animals ^thin the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall throw any dead animals or other offensive matter 
into the Park, nor foul any spring, brook or other water 
within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall cut, break or otherwise injure or deface any trees, 
shrubs, plants, turf, rock or any building, fence, bridge or 
other structure within the Park. 

No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise affix or distribute 
any signs, advertisements or circulars within the Park. 

No person shall injure, deface, destroy, or remove any notices or 
regulations for the government of the Park. 

Penalties, $5.00 to $10.00. 



I 





i\ U o '^ 




PEPOPT • OF • BOAPD • OF • PARK 
COM M ISSION EPS, • Wl LM I NGTON 
DELAWARE • FOR • THE • YEAR • 1 599 ■ 



JOHN M. IKKjCRS 
PPINTCP, 1900. 



-' . ) 



IImk^- 



ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Cover design, by Howard Pyle Cover 

The Old Bridge, from a pen sketch by C. S. Hammitt .... Frontispiece 

Headband, in black and white, by W. H. Mclntire Page 1 1 

Park Drive, from a photogjraph by John M. Rogers Facing " 7 

Spring, from a pen sketch by Rob. Shaw "13 

The Retaining Wall, from a photogjraph by John M. Rogers " * ' 9 

Swimming Pool, from a photograph by John M. Rogers '* "15 

The Observatory, drawing by Rob. Shaw . . .* "16 

Dog Head Rock, from a photogjraph by Charles M. Baird . . " "19 

I Chatter, Chatter as I flow, from a photograph by Edgar 

Chandler " ** 23 

To Join the Brimming River, from a photograph by Edgar 

Chandler " "25 

Autumn, from a photograph by Edgar Chandler *' "27 



r 



Report of the 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS, 

Wilmington, Delaware. 












Tor the Year Ending •• ♦.• ♦.• 
•• •• •• December 31, 1599. 




SERS PRCM 



THE JOHN M. ROGERS PRESS, WiL., OCL. 



>; 



► 









<* 



,^ To the City Council of Wilmington. 
GENTI.BMEN: — 

In accordance with the act creating the Board of Park 

Commissioners, I herewith submit its report for 1899, in which 

u) you will find the reports of the Superintendent and Treasurer, 

;j giving the information required by law to be submitted to your 

•^ Honorable Body. 

^ Respectfully, 

^ Wm. M. Canby, President. 

1^ 



VJ 



;'J 




V ■ ..._. .. : 

^ -. - 


• 
* 

■ 4? " • 


•^^H^ 










1 


■^K||^^'* 


■ ^ 


igfl 


i,ii{ 


^K^^^^^^KSi.' 


^^n^^ 


t^jl 


" .'"f 


P^W ' * 'T? . 


'j^ 


1 tf^ 


1 


^iam ' " ^ 


J^< ■' ^ , 


*TC ♦ 


d 1 


4^HP ^' 


^^■.^>* 




J ii'li 


^i^^ 


::T' ■■ 




' Jr 


Ft>f* 


% V * ■ 




''•'!'< 


;■ 


' 




iVk 


■ ' /'■ 


V 




\ii 




-'%/! 


■ 'i . 


m I 




m^- - 


'I '" 






■■/■ . 


V'- 


Pi 


t .-^L- 


. ■■ " 







r 



PRE5EN1" BOARD Or PARK CO/V\MI55IONERS. 

Date of Appointment. Term Expires. 

John M. Rogers, November 1898. December 31, 1904. 

Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr., January 1895. ** " ** 

Dennis J. Menton, September 1886. ** " 1903- 

Samuel Bancroft, Jr., November 1895. ** *' 

William M. Canby, March 1883. ** *' 1902. 

George S. Capelle, January 1898. 

George W. Bush, March 1883. " *' 1901. 

J. Newlin Gawthrop, November 1895. '* ** *' 

Henry A. du Pont, March 1883. " " 1900. 

William P. Bancroft, " *' '* *' " 

MEMBERS EX-OrriCIO- 

John C. Fahey, Mayor, 

William S. Alexander, President of CounciL 

James Kane, Chairman of Finance Committee. 

George H. Boughman, Chief Engineer of Surveying Department, 

orricEPS- 

William M. Canby, President. 

Joseph A. Richardson, Secretary atid Treasurer, 

Theodore A. Leisen, Engineer and Superintejident. 

orricc ov the engineer and superintendent. 

Corner Lovering Avenue and Du Pont Street. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

William M. Canby, Chairman, 
George W. Bush. 
J. Newlin Gawthrop. 



/V\E/V\BER5 or PPEVIOU5 YESRS. 





Date of Appointment. 


Date of Resignation. 


Edward Betts, 


March 


1883. 


January 


1885. 


George H. Bates, ] 


September 


1887. 


September 
December 


1886. 
1894. 


Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr. , 


, March 


1883. 


April 


1887. 


William Cauby, 


" 


t « 


October 


1895. 


Francis N. Buck, 


i t 


" 


November 


1895. 


J. Taylor Gause, 






December 
Died. 


1897. 


Thomas F. Bayard, 


" 


" 


Sept. 28, 


1898. 




OUR PUBLIC GROUNDS. 

•MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 



Area in Total Area 
Acres. in Acres. 



North Brandy wine Park, 80.07 

South Brandy wine Park, 73- 22 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove, 1483 

Rockford Park, 71 -37 



23949 



SMALL PARKS. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Streets, 4.45 

Delamore Park, Broome and Maple Streets, 5.34 

Eden Park, New Castle Avenue and F. Street, 7.35 



17.14 

256.63 

OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 
Not under control of Park Commission. 

Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets, 
Rodney Park, Eighth and Clayton Streets, 
Franklin Park, Eighth and Broome Streets, 
Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington Street, 
Kennett Place; Penna. Ave. and Franklin Street, 
Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets, 
Soldiers' Monument, Del. Ave. and Broome Street, 

12.55 



7.50 


1.66 


•2.89 


.12 


.12 


.17 


, .09 



Total Area of Parks, 269.18 

Population of Wilmington in 1896, 70,000 

Area *' " '* " 10. 18 sq. miles. 

One Acre of Park Land to 260 inhabitants. 
One Acre of Park Land to 24 Acres of City Area. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT EOR 1599. 

To the Board of Park Commissioners. 

GBNTI.KMBN: — 

In accordance with the established custom, I submit here- 
with my report for the year ending December 31st, 1899. At 
this time it has also seemed opportune to go back of the year's 
record in order to show in complete detail the several purchases 
of land made under the loan of $50,000 granted in 1895 ^o^ that 
specific purpose, the last available portion of which was utilized 
to advantage in November 1899. 

ACQUISITION OF LAND. 

The first land acquired under the provisions of the special 
loan of $50,000 were the two houses and lots on the westerly side 
of Rockford Road, one from John Hutton for $2,250.00, and the 
other from the estate of Josiah Berry for $3,200.00, both pur- 
chases being made in 1896. The bed of West Street from Four- 
teenth Street down to the Race, and a small section next to the 
Race, costing $1,000.00 were also paid for out of this fund. 
During 1896 and 1897 ^^^ several tracts necessary for the Market 
Street entrance were secured as follows: the old blacksmith shop 
at Market Street and Brandy wine Race from the Farmer's Bank 
for $1,236.37; the triangular piece at Fifteenth and Market 
Streets from J. D. Winslow for $50.00; a lot and dwelling house 
on Fifteenth Street from Elizabeth Townsend et. al. for $4,500.00, 
and the stores and dwelling at Fifteenth and Market Streets from 
John J. Gallagher for $8,428.00. In October 1897 ^ the land 
belonging to the Estate of Joseph Tatnall south of Sixteenth 
Street and Jessups Road, and between Market and Washington 
Streets, including the bed of the proposed Glen Avenue from 
Tatnall Street westward, was purchased for $6,102.98. In June 
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1 899 the Law property adjacent to Mt. Salem Church, for which 
negotiations had been pending for several years was finally 
acquired at a cost of $5,500.00, and at the same time William P. 
Bancroft generously donated a tract adjoining the Law property, 
containing one dwelling house and two acres of land. In Nov- 
ember 1899 the City acquired the several properties along Clayton 
Street, between Gilpin and Lovering Avenues, including the land 
on both sides of Rattlesnake Run. The following tracts com- 
prise the total purchase: Bradford and Canby tract, $7,000.00; 
P. P. Tyre $5,500.00; J. J. Cassidy $1,700.00, and the several 
tracts purchased for the City by William P. Bancroft $3,33455. 
It was mainly due to the aid and liberality of William P. Bancroft 
that the City was enabled to secure this land. A portion of the 
''Rosendale Park" tract still remains in the name of William P. 
Bancroft, but is only held by him temporarily, subject to an 
understanding whereby the City agrees to purchase it at the 
earliest opportunity. The acquisition of this land facilitates the 
vacating of certain streets, and obviates the necessity of construc- 
ting a large storm water sewer, insuring in this way material 
saving of expense to the City in the future. 

The following table gives a resume of all land purchased 
with the proceeds of the special loan. 



Date. 



Prom Whom Acquired. 



Consider- 
ation. 



Legal 
Expenses. 



Total 
Cost. 



Jan. 30th, 1896 
Feb. 3rd, 1896 
July 20th, 1896 
Nov. 28th, 1896 
Dec. 3rd, 1896 
Sept i8th, 1897 
Sept. 14th, 1897 

Oct. 13th, 1897 
June 10th, 1899 
Nov. 1 6th, 1899 



John Hutton . . . 

John Danby, et. al. 

Josiah Berry, et. al. 

Farmers' Bank . . 

J. D. Winslow . . 

John J. Gallagher 

Elizabeth Townsend, 
et. al. . . . . . 

Joseph Tatnall Estate 
Francis H. Law, et. al 
Bradford & Canby 
P. P. Tyre .... 
J. J. Cassidy . . . 
Wm. P. Bancroft . 



12,250 00 
1,000 00 
3,200 00 
1,236 37 
50 00 
8,428 00 



4,500 00 


$ 59 20 


6,102 98 




5,500 00 


138 90 


7,000 00 




5,500 00 




1,700 00 




3,334 55 





12,250 00 
1,000 00 
3,200 00 
1,236 37 
50 00 
8,428 00 

4,559 20 
6,102 93 

5,638 90 
7,000 00 
5,500 00 
1,700 00 
3,334 55 




1 



|49,8oi 90 I198 10 150,000 00 
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CREEK WALL. 

The final installment of work on the creek wall between 
West and Market Streets was concluded during the past season, 
the dry masonry wall for retaining the roadway, which was com- 
menced in 1896 having been brought to the required height, and 
surmounted by a parapet wall for the better protection of travel 
along this section of the Drive. A circular buttress at the upper 
comer of the wall affords room for a fine vista up the creek. 
There were about nine hundred yards of masonry laid during the 
year, making a total of nearly 3,500 cubic yards in the whole 
wall. 

MARKET STREET ENTRANCE. 

The cement sidewalks at the entrance to the Park Drive at 
Market Street were all completed, and the curb line at the 
approach to Market Street Bridge remodeled, substituting an easy 
curve for the former sharp comer. This change necessitated 
replacing the old wooden sidewalk across the Race with a metal 
structure, the Levy Court agreeing to do this part of the work. 
The race wall was raised for a short distance on the Southerly 
side, and a parapet built, from its junction with the Park bridge 
to the Market street line. A new railing was erected across the 
race, ending in granite posts, the Levy Court meeting half the 
expense thereof. The Water Department also joined in the 
general improvement of that locality by remodeling the race and 
spillway walls, and placing a substantial foot bridge and cement 
walk across the spillway. 

GRADING. 
Material for filling in the roadway between Market and West 
Streets has come in very opportunely, the grading having kept 
pace with the construction of the retaining wall and at very slight 
expense. The roadbed is now practically at grade, ready for 
macadamizing, and the slope to the outer path finished, and 
with the exception of a top coating of soil, ready for planting and 
sowing in the Spring. The unsightly hollow between the Park 
Driveway and Wawaset Street, from Jackson to Van Buren 
Streets was also filled in and evenly graded during the past 
summer, and the outer slope of the driveway embankment at the 
same point extended and greatly improved in appearance. 
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The Southerly boundary road in Rockford Park from River- 
view Avenue to Church Lane was graded and sloped at an expense 
of $1,138.12, said expense being borne by William P. Bancroft. 
The grading of Park Avenue, as far as the right of way could be 
secured, from Church Lane to Sixteenth Street, was accomplished 
through the efiForts of this department, with the design of obtain- 
ing a direct entrance to Rockford Park Drive from the Kennett 
Pike. The top soil and dirt excavated therefrom were utilized 
for filling in near the Drive in Rockford Park, and paid for at the 
rate of ten cents per cubic yard. 

PLANTING. 

The planting during the past season has been more extensive 
than during any previous year since the establishment of the 
Park System. Trees and shrubbery were set out over sections 
recently* filled in and graded, and at several points through 
Rockford Park, designed to enhance the landscape efiFect. Over 
fifteen hundred trees and shrubs were received from the nurseries 
and set out through the parks, and in addition several hundred 
thorns were collected in this vicinity and transplanted in Rock- 
ford Park. The planting of the slope between West and Market 
Streets was postponed until Spring, as the varieties selected for 
that locality are better suited to Spring planting. 

OBSERVATORY. 

The Water Department having decided to furnish a water 
supply to the ** Highlands" district of the city it became necessary 
to construct a high service reservoir or stand pipe, and the upper 
portion of Rockford Park, known as Mt. Salem Hill being the 
best available site for such purpose, permission was sought and 
granted to erect a tower at that point, on condition that, in 
addition to its use as a water tower, it be designed also to serve 
as an observatory, and that the design be of an ornamental 
character, in conformity with its surroundings. These conditions 
being satisfactory, plans were prepared and the foundation laid in 
the Autumn. The tower wilUbe a massive stone structure, fifty- 
seven feet in diameter at the base, and about seventy-five feet 
high to the floor of the observatory, surmounted by a tile roof, 
the apex of which will be about one hundred and fifteen feet 
above the ground. The material for the outside is selected field 
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stone and boulders, all with the natural weather-worn surface 
exposed. Inside a steel tank of half a million gallons capacity 
will be supported on steel beams and between the tank and outer 
walls, a stairway four feet wide will lead to the obser\'atory. 
The tower, which will be completed during the coming season, 
will be a valuable acquisition to the Park, afiFording means for 
a magnificent view of the surrounding country. 

SWIMMING POOL. 

There was a somewhat decreased attendance at the Swimming 
Pool the past Summer, owing probably to weather conditions. 
The pool was open from June ist to September 30th, 23,562 
persons using it, of which number 22,762 were male, and 800 
were female bathers. An admission of ten cents was paid by 847 
men and boys, while 184 women paid five cents admission. It is 
evident after a season's trial that the reduction in the number of 
days on which admission is charged causes a corresponding reduc- 
tion in the revenue from that source. It is also apparent that the 
small number of women who avail themselves of the opportunity 
afforded by the Swimming Pool, scarcely warrants reserving one- 
sixth of the time to their use. 

LIGHTING. 

The electric light system was extended to Eden Park this 
year, the old oil lamps being replaced by fifteen 24 candle power 
incandescent electric lights, the greater number of which are 
burned only at certain hours. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

Each year as the skating season rolls around, the desirability 
of having the Barley Mill Dam reconstructed, becomes more 
evident: At present the ice is only suitable for skating under the 
most favorable conditions, whereas with the dam raised, and 
proper appliances for regulating the flow of water over the dam, 
and for flooding the ice, good skating could be assured at all times 
while the weather remained cold enough to produce ice of the 
requisite thickness. In Summer boating would form an added 
attraction to that part of the Park, and as a means of communi- 
cation between North and South Brandy wine Parks, — provided 
the dam were built with a walk on top, — it would prove invaluable. 
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An efiFort was made in the Summer to inaugurate a series of 
open air concerts in the Parks, but the movement was not sup- 
ported. Evidence, however, was not wanting to show that it met 
with popular approval, and it would undoubtedly prove a never 
failing source of enjoyment, if such concerts could be given semi- 
weekly or weekly at some one of the Parks. As a rule both here 
and elsewhere, music attracts a large and appreciative audience; 
the assembled crowds are usually orderly, and the moral efiFect is 
beneficial. If the funds are available nothing would do more to 
popularize the Parks than a regular series of concerts, provided 
the music and its rendition are good. 

It may not be amiss to repeat here the hope expressed last 
year, that the Wilmington City Railway Co. may find it to their 
interest, and the public's accommodation, to construct a branch 
road that would take passengers to the boundaries of Rockford 
Park. As an inducement to bring about this result, and in order 
to supply the requirements of visitors, a refectory should be 
erected on Mt. Salem Hill, to serve as a place for refreshments 
and shelter. Other attractions appropriate to the locality would 
follow as a natural sequence, and if among these were included 
an occasional concert, as already suggested, these improvements, 
if properly managed, could be made a source of considerable 
revenue, as well as a delight to the community. 

The Civic Committee of the New Century Club has gener- 
ously offered to have the trees throughout the Parks labeled with 
their common and botanical names, and with this in view, I have 
appended hereto a list of all trees and shrubs growing naturally 
within our boundaries. 

Theodore A. Leisen. 

Engineer and Superiyitendent, 
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LIST or NATIVE AND ADAPTED TREES GROWING 
IN THE PARK. 



Liriodeiidron tulipifera, Linn., 
Tilia Americana, Linn., 
Rhus glabra, Linn., 
Acer saccharum, Marshall, 
Acer saccharinum, Linn., 
Acer platanoides, Linn., 
Acer rubriim, Linn., 
Acer Negundo, Linn., 
Robinia pseudacacia, Linn. , 
Gleditschia triacanthos, Linn., 
Prunus Mahaleb, Linn., 
Prunus serotina, Ehrhart, 
Crataegus cordata, Aitoun, 
Crataegus crus-galli, Linn., 
Crataegus oxycantha, Linn., 
Pyrus Malus, Linn., 
Amelanchier Canadensis, Medic, 
Hamamelis Virginiana, Linn., 
Liquidambar Styraciflua, Linn., 
Comus florida, Linn. , 
Nyssa sylvatica; Marshall, 
Viburnum prunifoliuni, Linn., 
Kalmia latifolia, Linn., 
Diospyrus Virginiana, Linn., 
Ligustrum vulgare, Linn. , 
Catalpa catalpa, Karst, 
Paulownia tomentosa, Baill., 
Fraxinus Americana, Linn., 
Fraxinus Pennsylvanica, Marshall 
Sassafras sassafras, Karst. 
Benzoin benzoin, Coult, 
Ulmus Americana, Linn., 
Ulmus fulva, Michaux, 
Celtis occidentalis, Linn., 
Morus rubra, Linn. , 
Morus alba, Linn., 
Broussonetia papyrifera, Vent., 



Tulip Tree, Whitewood. 
Basswood, American Linden. 
Scarlet Sumac. 
Sugar Maple. 
Silver Maple. 
Norway Maple. 
Red Maple, Swamp Maple. 
Box Elder, Ash-leaved Maple. 
Locust Tree. 
Honey Locust. 
Mahaleb Cherry. 
Wild Cherry. 
Washington Thorn. 
Cocks' spur Thorn. 
Hawthorn. 
Apple. 

Shad Bush, Service berry. 
Witch Hazel. 
Sweet Gum. 
Dogwood. 
Sour Gum. 
Black Haw. 
Common Laurel. 
Persimmon. 
Privet. 
Catalpa. 
Paulownia. 
White Ash. 
, Red Ash. 
Sassafras. 
Spice Bush. 
White Elm. 
SHppery Elm. 
Hackberry. 
Red Mulberry. 
White Mulberry. 
Paper Mulberry. 
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Toxylon pomiferum, Raf., 
Platanus occidentalis, Linn., 
Platanus orientalis, Linn., 
Juglans cinerea, Linn. , 
Juglans nigra, Linn., 
Juglans regia, Linn., 
Hicoria minima, Britton, 
Hicoria alba, Britton, 
Hicoria glabra, Britton, 
Quercus rubra, Linn., 
Quercus palustris, Moench, 
Quercus coccinea, Moench, 
Quercus velutina, Lam. , 
Quercus digitata, Sud., 
Quercus Phellos, Linn., 
Quercus imbricaria, Michaux, 
Quercus alba, Linn., 
Quercus macrocarpa, Michaux, 
Quercus Prinus, Linn., 
Castanea dentata, Borkh, 
Fagus Americana, Sweet, 
Betula lenta, Linn. , 
Betula alba, Linn. , 
Alnus rugosa, K. Koch, 
Corylus Americana, Walter, 
Carpinus Caroliniana, Walt., 
Ostrya Virginiana, K. Koch, 
Salix nigra, Marshall, 
Salix fragilis, Linn. , 
Populus alba, Linn. , 
Populus deltoides, Marshall, 
Populus dilatata, Linn., 
Juniperus Virginiana, Linn. , 
Larix Europaea, Linn., 



Osage Orange. 

Button wood. 

Oriental Sycamore. 

Butternut. 

Walnut. 

English Walnut. 

Bitternut Hickory. 

White-heart Hickory. 

Pignut. 

Red Oak. 

Pin Oak. 

Scarlet Oak. 

Black Oak. 

Spanish Oak. 

Willow Oak. 

Shingle Oak. 

White Oak. 

Burr Oak, Mossy Cup Oak. 

Rock Chestnut Oak. 

Chestnut. 

Beech. 

Cherry Birch. 

White Birch. 

Alder. 

Hazel Nut. 

Water Beech. 

Hop Hornbeam. 

Black Willow. 

Brittle Willow. 

Silver-leaved Poplar. 

Carolina Poplar. 

Lombardy Poplar. 

Red Cedar. 

European Larch. 
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PINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

For the year ending December 31, 1899. 

Receipts. 

Balance $ 5,503 79 

Annual Appropriation $15,000 00 

Rents of Houses 1,128 50 

Swimming Pool Receipts 93 90 

Sale of Grass 16 00 

Sundries 10 18 

Interest loi 71 



William P. Bancroft, 

Cost of iron fence on Rockford Road 79 70 

" ** grading southerly boundary 
road in Rockford Park . . . . 1,138 12 
Cost of planting in Rockford Park . 502 00 

Levy Court, quota of cost of railing, etc. , 

Market Street Bridge 49 50 

Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery 

Co., trees 12 25 

Gilpin Avenue Tree Fund 32 02 



Expenditures. 

Engineering and Superintendence ... $ 1,832 84 

Police 5,056 47 

Maintenance i,577 71 

General Expenses 544 98 

Lighting '. 347 65 

Repairs to Buildings 695 08 

Settees 240 00 

Swimming Pool 200 00 

$10,494 73 



16,344 29 



1,719 82 



93 77 



$23,661 67 
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Brought Forward $10,494 73 

Planting 872 90 

Grading Southerly Boundar}' Road, 

Rockford Park 1,138 12 

Grading . 1,109 92 

Rockford Park Drive 60 62 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway .... 261 81 

Market Street Entrance 286 06 

Creek Wall 3,516 17 

Race Walls 22 50 

Drainage 73 80 

Foot Walks 42 41 

Curbing and Sidewalks 190 38 

Sodding and Sloping Banks 52 50 

Tools and Implements 5 1 1 05 

18,632 97 

Balance 5,028 70 

$23,661 67 
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STATEMENT OE EXPENDITURES IN DETAIL 

For the year ending December 31, 1899. 

Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries and labor $ 1,667 9^ 

General Expenses 495 93 

$ 2,163 83 

Police. 

Salaries of Park Guards $ 2,853 27 

Uniforms i75 75 

Material 2 95 

$ 3.031 97 

Maintenance. 

. Labor $ 1,100 09 

Material ^77 45 

Hauling 229 94 

$ 1,507 48 

lylGHTlNG. 

Electric Current $ 132 97 

Repairs to Buildings. 

Labor $ 98 69 

Material 29 48 

Hauling 6 00 

Contract 560 91 

$ 695 08 

Settees. 

Material $ 240 00 

Swimming Pool. 

Labor $ 200 00 

Planting. 

Labor $ 161 51; 

Material 576 52 

Hauling 80 52 

$ 818 55 

$ 8,789 88 
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Brought Forward $ 8,789 88 

Grading Boundary Road, Rock- 
ford Park. 

Contract $ 1,138 12 

Grading.. 

Labor $ 381 38 

Material . . .* 632 84 

Hauling 95 70 

$ 1,109 92 

RocKFORD Park Drive. 

Labor $ 60 62 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway. 

Labor $ 52 00 

Material 209 81 



$ 261 81 



Market Street Entrance. 

Labor $ 80 15 

Material 98 99 

Hauling 41 92 

Contract 65 00 

Creek Wall. 

Labor $ 1,628 90 

Material 1,887 27 



$ 286 06 



$ 3,516 17 



Race Walls. 

Material $ 22 50 

Drainage. 

Labor $ 20 95 

Material 52 85 



$ 73 80 



Foot Walks. 

Labor $ 21 15 

Material 9 76 

Hauling 11 50 



$ 42 41 
$15,301 29 
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Brought Forward $15,301 29 

Curbing and Sidewalks. 

Contract $ 190 38 

Sodding and Sloping Banks. 

Contract $ 52 50 

Tools and Implements. 

Material $ 511 05 

Total on account of Main Park System $16,055 22 

On Account of Kirkwood Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence . $ 54 98 

Police 659 75 

General Expenses 16 35 

Labor 6 00 

Hauling 12 40 

Material 3 66 

Planting 16 90 

Lighting 77 00 



$ 847 04 



On Account of Delamore Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence . $ 54 98 

Police 696 50 

General Expenses 16 35 

Labor 2 50 

Lighting 102 91 

On Account of Eden Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence . $ 54 98 

Police 668 25 

General Expenses 16 35 

Labor 18 45 

Hauling 27 22 

Planting 37 45 

Lighting 34 77 



$ 873 24 



$ 857 47 
$18,632 97 
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SUB-DIVISION or EXPENDITURES UNDER 

"MAINTENANCE" AND "CONSTRUCTION," 

MAINTENANCE. 

Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence . $ 865 53 

Police 3,031 97 

Maintenance i»507 48 

Lighting 132 97 

Repairs to Buildings 695 08 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway . . 261 81 

Settees 240 00 

Swimming Pool 200 00 

Tools and Implements 170 35 

$ 7,104 69 

Kirkwood Park 826 48 

Delamore Park 873 24 

Eden Park . 820 02 

$ 9,624 93 



CONSTRUCTION. 
Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence . $ 1,298 30 

Tools and Implements 340 70 

Planting 818 15 

Grading Boundary Road Rockford 

Park 1^138 12 

Grading 1,109 92 

Rockford Park Drive 60 62 

Market Street Entrance 286 06 

Creek Wall 3,516 17 

Race Walls 22 50 

Drainage 73 80 

Foot Walks 42 41 

Curbing and Sidewalks 190 38 

Sodding and Sloping Banks .... 52 50 



Kirkwood Park 
Eden Park . , 



$ 8,950 03 
20 56 
37 45 



$ 9,008 04 




$18,632 97 
J. A. Richardson, Treasurer, 
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PARK REGULATIONS. 



No person shall ride or drive upon any part of the Park except 
upon the roads intended for such purposes. 

No person shall bring led horses within the limits of the Park 
nor turn any horses, cattle, goats, swine, dogs or other animals 
loose in the Park. 

No person shall indulge in any threatening, abusive, insulting or 
indecent language, or commit any obscene or indecent act in 
the Park. 

No person shall can*)' firearms, shoot birds, or other animals, nor 
throw stones or other missiles, or in any way disturb or annoy 
the birds or animals within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall throw anj' dead animals or other offensive matter 
into the Park, nor foul any spring, brook or other water 
within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall cut, break or othenjidse injure or deface any trees, 
shrubs, plants, turf, rock or any building, fence, bridge or 
other structure within the Park. 

No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise afl&x or distribute 
any signs, advertisements or circulars within the Park. 

No person shall injure, deface, destroy, or remove any notices or 
regulations for the government of the Park. 

Penalties, $5.00 to $10.00 
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To the City Council of Wilmington, 
GBNTI.BMEN: — 

In accordance with the act creating the Board of 
Park Commissioners, I herewith submit its report for 1900, in 
which you will find the reports of the Superintendent and Treas- 
urer, giving the information required by law to be submitted to 
your Honorable Body. 

Respectfully, 

Wm. M. Canby, President, 



Edward Betts, 
George H. Bates, i 

Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr., 
William Canby, 
Francis N. Buck, 
J. Taylor Gause, 



MEMBERS OF PREVIOUS YEARS. 

Date of Resignation. 

January 1885. 
September 1886. 



Date of Appointment. 

March 1883. 
March 1883. 



September 1887. 
March 1883. 



December 1894. 
April 1887. 

October 1895. 
November 1895. 
December 1897. 



Thomas F. Bayard, 
George W. Bush, 



Died. 

March 1883. Sept. 28, 1898. 
'* ** June 12, 1900. 




ROCKFORD DRIVE. 



OUR PUBLIC GROUNDS. 
MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 



Area in Total Area 
Acres, in Acres. 



North Brand3rwine Park, 80.57 

South Brand3rwine Park, 73.22 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove, .... 14.83 
Rockford Park, 71-37 



SMALL PARKS. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Streets, 4.45 

Delamore Park, Broome and Maple Streets, . . . 5.34 

Eden Park, New Castle Avenue and F Street, . . 7.35 



OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 

NOT UNDER CONTROI, OF PARK COMMISSION. 

Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets, . . 7.50 

Rodney Park, Eighth and Clayton Streets, ... 1.66 

Franklin Park, Eighth and Broome Streets, ... 2.89 

Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington Street, .12 

Kennett Place, Penna. Ave. and Franklin Street, .12 

Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets, ... .17 

Soldiers' Monument, Del. Ave. and Broome Street, .09 



239.99 



17.14 



257.13 



12.55 



Total Area of Parks, 269.68 

Population of Wilmington in 1900, 76,500 

Area *' ** '' '' 10.18 sq. miles. 

One Acre of Park Land to 284 inhabitants. 

One Acre of Park Land to 24 Acres of City Area. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT FOR 1900. 

SUQQE5TIONS. 

To the Board of Park Commissioners. 
G«nti.«mkn: — 

In presenting my report for the year ending 
December 31st, 1900, I have deemed it more opportune to place 
first before you for your consideration a few suggestions covering 
the work which it is hoped may be carried out in the near future, 
to which end I submit herewith some details of the several items 
outlined in the estimate for new work recently prepared under 
directions from the Board, a copy of which follows: — 

ESTIMATE FOR NEW WORK, 1901-19Q2. 

NORTH BRANDYWINE PARK. 

Grading Main Roadway, . . . . 46CX/ | 4,600 00 
" Connecting Roadway, 1200^ 720 00 

I 5,320 00 

Footwalks, Boulevard to West Boundary, . .5500^ $2,75000 
Sidewalk on Washington Street, ...... 400^ 360 00 

" '* Eighteenth Street, . . . . . 3400^ 3,060 60 

I 6,170 00 

Curbing Washington Street, 400^ % 200 00 

" Eighteenth Street, . 3400^ 1,70000 

— I 1,900 00 

Wall and Pavilion on Cliff at north end of Bridge, 2,500 00 

i 15,890 00 
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SOUTH BRANDYWINE PARK. 

Grading Clayton Street and connecting road, 2100'' $ 1,260 00 
" road along Field's Property, .... 600^ 600 00 

$ 1,860 00 

Macadamizing roadway VanBuren to Clayton, 2200^ 4* 400 00 

" " Clayton to Riddle's Rd. 1200^ 2,40000 

** ** along Field's Property, 600^ 900 00 

$ 7,70000 

Clayton Street Bridge, 5>ooo 00 

Footwalks West to Market along Race, . . . 800^ $ 800 00 

" ** " ** Creek, . . . 1000^ 350 00 

Footwalks West St. to 3d Dam along Race, . 3000^ 1,500 00 

" Wire Bridge to Bancroft's, .... 900^ 450 00 

" Clayton Street, Soc/ 400 00 

" Road along Field's Property, . . . 600^ 240 00 

*' Connections through Park, .... looo' 500 00 

Sidewalks, Wawaset, VanBnren to Adams, . 700^ 700 00 

*' VanBuren Street, 300^ 300 00 

** Adams Street, 120^ 120 00 

$ 5*360 00 

Curbing, Lovering'Ave. and Wawaset St., . . 2100^ 1,050 00 

Shelter for skaters, etc., etc., 1,000 00 

$ 21,970 00 



CONNECTIONS BETWEEN N. AND S. BRANDYWINE PARKS. 

Bridge across Creek at Clayton Street, ... $ 40,000 00 

Dam and Walk at Barley Mill Dam, ^ .... 5,000 00 



$ 45,000 00 



ROCKFORD PARK. 

Grading Rockford Park Return Road, . . . 1700^ $ 1,530 00 
" '* Connecting Road, .... 1300^ 780 00 

I 2,310 00 

Macadamizing Rockford Drive, 360c/ 7,200 00 

" Red Oak Road, 1600^ 2,400 00 

*' Return Road, 1700^ 3,400 00 

" Connecting Road, 1300^ i,95o 00 

$ 14,950 00 



I 
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Brought forward, 114,950 00 

Pootwalks, Rockford Road to Observatory, . 2400^ $ 1,200 00 

Sidewalk, Red Oak Road, 2400^ 2,16000 

I 3,360 00 

RcfJectory at Mt. Salem, 8,000 00 

Shelter in lower woods, 600 00 

Public Comfort House in lower woods, . . . 400 00 

$ 9,000 00 

$ 29,620 00 



DELAMORE PARK. 

Sidewalks, Franklin, Broome and Maple Sts., 1400^ $ 1,360 00 

laRKWOOD PARK. 

Sidewalk on Kirkwood Street, 400^ $ 400 00 

Pootwalks, 2500^ ii500 00 

Wall along Creek front 3' high, 400^ 400 00 

I 2,300 00 

EDEN PARK. 

Pootwalks, 1400^ $ 840 00 

Refreshment Stand, . 300 00 



$ 1,140 00 



RESUME. 

North Brand3rwine Park, |i5>390 00 

South Brandywine Park, 21,970 00 

Connections bet. N. and S. Brandywine Parks, 45>ooo 00 

Rockford Park 29,620 00 

Delamore Park, 1,360 00 

Kirkwood Park, 2,300 00 

Eden Park, 1,14000 



1117,280 00 
Purchase of I^and, 32,720 00 

1150,000 00 
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NORTH BRANDYWINE PARK. 

The main roadway whkh it is proposed to grade, would con- 
nect with the present extention of Glen Avenue near the Fish 
Ponds, running thence up the hiU to the high level ground, and 
on up to, and under the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Bridge, to 
join agam with the present road above Augustine Paper Mills. 
The connecting road would extend from the end of the proposed 
bridge across the Brandywine near Clayton Street, passing under 
the tracks of the P. W. & B. Branch Railroad, connecting with 
the main roadway, and also extending up to Eighteenth Street, 
thereby giving ready access to all that section north of Eighteenth 
Street, on both sides of B. &0. Raibx)ad, and to the Concord 

Pike. 

The f ootwalks provide for a main path from the Boulevard 
to the westerly boundary of the Park; a branch from Glen Avenue, 
and Eighteenth Street, and a path to connect with the proposed 
bridge across the creek. Curbing and sidewalks enumerated will 
become necessary as the city improvements advance. The wall 
and pavilion on top of diff at north end of Washington Bridge 
are projects which have been under consideration for some time: 
The wall is an absolute necessity, and the pavilion would afford 
a resting place and shelter, whence a magnificent view of the 
upper Brandywine could be obtained. 

SOUTH BRANDYWINE PARK. 

The grading of Clayton Street from Gilpin Avenue to the 
approach of the proposed bridge across the creek, and also of the 
connecting road leading to the main drive at I^overing Avenue, 
would, upon the completion of the bridge, at once become neces- 
sary. The grading and improving of the road along Field's 
property is made necessary by an earlier contract between the 
City and William M. Field. The necessity for doing the macad- 
amizing herein provided for is so self-evident that no arguments 
need be presented in its favor, and the reconstruction of the bridge 
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which spans Clajrton Street at Covering Avenue is equally im- 
portant, as, until that is done, neither the roadway leading to 
it, nor the slopes on either side can be properly finished. The 
plan contemplated, provides for raising the grade at the bridge 
four feet, narrowing the clear space across Cla3rton Street, two 
feet on each side, and substituting a concrete — steel arch for the 
present unsightly metal work. The wing walls would also be 
strengthened by buttressing. 

The footwalks and sidewalks outlined are all improvements 
of paths now largely used by pedestrians, but all at present in 
very bad condition. The curbing of Lovering Avenue is a meas^ 
ure of self-preservation, as, until that is done, no means can be 
provided for preventing the water from the city streets getting 
over the Park land with damaging results at every heavy rain 
storm. A shelter for skaters, near the foot of Van Buren Street 
would, in connection with the proposed improvement of the Barley 
Mill Dam, afford pleasure and comfort to the multitude of people 
who enjoy this winter sport. It could be designed to serve as a 
summer shelter also. . 

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN N. AND S. BRANDYWINE PARKS. 

A bridge across the Brandywine near the line of Clayton 
Street is the most important as well as the most costly work out- 
lined in our contemplated improvements, and would provide a 
very desirable connection between the two Parks. The design 
upon which the estimate of $40,000 is based, provides for a solid 
concrete structure on the Melan system, consisting of three, sixty 
feet arches across the waterway of the creek, with a southerly 
approach consisting of two, and a northerly approach of one, thirty 
foot arch. The roadway would be about eighteen feet above the 
water of the creek at ordinary level. A carriage way twenty feet 
wide, and two, five feet wide sidewalks are provided. 

The above arrangement of arched approaches would permit 
the footwalks along the creek to pass underneath, and in addi- 
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tion would provide ample clearance for water and ice in time of 
freshets. While the plea of extreme urgency may not be advanced 
in favor of this bridge, yet it would seem as necessary and desir- 
able as any other contemplated improvement, and would determ- 
ine definitely the plans for the completion of the system of 
roadways. It would likewise obviate the necessity of further 
expenditures on the Wire Suspension bridge near this site, as the 
latter could then be abandoned. 

The dam across the Brand3rwine at the site of the old Barley 
Mill, following the preliminary plans, provides for a concrete dam, 
with a series of superimposed arches with openings of about four 
feet span and nine inches rise, to provide for the ordinary flow of 
water. These arches would carry a foot walk eight feet wide, 
over which the water would flow in case of freshets. A spillway 
with gates would be provided at one end, to regulate to better 
advantage the supply of water to be retained above the dam, and 
insure as nearly as possible a constant level of water when frozen. 
Flushing apparatus would also connect with both North and 
South Race for the purpose of flooding the ice. The pond formed 
by the dam would furnish a magnificent field for skaters and, by 
regulating the water judiciously, and flooding at opportune times, 
good skating could be maintained much longer than under natural 
conditions. As a boating pond it would afford a proportionately 
popular attraction during the summer. 

ROCKFORD PARK. 

The new roads contemplated in this section would include 
the extension of the present drive around the easterly slope of 
Mt. Salem hill, veering thence to the south again to connect with 
Red Oak Road, and also a connecting road through the woods to 
join the main drive. These new roads, the main drive, and Red 
Oak Road would all be macadamized. A good path is to be pro- 
vided from Bancroft's Road where it crosses the northerly branch 
of the Kentmere Parkway through the woods to the westerly 
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boundary of the Park near Rising Sun Lane. The picnic grounds 
in the lower woods, near the raihx)ad, attract large crowds of 
pleasure seekers, and a shelter and a public comfort house in 
that section are decided necessities. The proposed extention of 
the line of the Wilmington City Railway Company to within a 
few hundred feet of the most attractive section of our Park lands, 
emphasizes the necessity for a refectory on Mt. Salem hill, and 
as observed in a previous report, if judiciously managed, this 
feature could be made self-sustaining, and would, beyond doubt, 
meet with steady patronage and hearty approval of the public. 

In the small parks the improvements planned for are all of 
a minor class and call for no special comment. 

The canying to completion of all the plans herein laid out 
would necessitate the acquisition of certain lands on the the north 
side of the Brandywine and the estimate allowed for the purchase 
of land is more than ample to secure all that section up to Eigh- 
teenth Street, west of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, in addition 
to such other tracts as seem desirable for the purpose of gain- 
ing complete control over certain sections now abutting on Park 
Land. 

WORK PERFORMED DURING 1900. 

The first work undertaken during the year was the draining 
and guttering of Red Oak Road from the junction with the main 
drive in Rockford Park to Church Lane. Drain pipes and inlets 
were put in for carrying oflF the storm water, and rubble gutters 
laid where necessary and the surface of the roadway covered with 
cinders. The work was done at an expenditure of $1,675.92 
which was entirely paid for by William P. Bancroft. In March 
the preparatory work of macadamizing the Park Drive from 
Market to West Street was commenced and in June the stone 
surfacing of this section was completed. The cost of this work 
was $1,643.89, that being less than the average for such work as 
there were no gutters to pave. 
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A section of Rockford Park Drive from its entrance at Ban- 
croft's Lane to where it first enters tlie woods, a distance equal 
to about 1800 feet, was also macadamize and opened to tlie travel 
in the fall. Gutters were paved along the major portion of this 
section, and inlets provided, the total cost being $3,627.57. 

Considerable damage was done to the Park Drive from Union 
to Van Bnren Streets, and also to the Kentmere Parkway from 
the heavy rain storm of September 15th, due to the fact that all 
the water from the City Streets in the vicinity adjacent to the 
Park came over on the roadways, and the consequent repairs nec- 
essary to restore the roads to their former condition involved an 
expenditure of over three hundred dollars. The section of road- 
ways which are not macadamized, both in Rockford and Brandy- 
wine Parks, have since been put in better condition by filling up 
the center and resurfacing with cinders. 

The low depression between the Swimming Pool and Jackson 
Street was filled up during the past summer; the ground surfaced 
with top soil and planted, thus conforming to the slope immedi- 
ately west of it. 

Footwalks with a tar composition surface were laid through 
Rockford Grove at an average cost of 7^ cents per square foot, 
and on the paths leading to the wire bridge across the Brandywine 
at a cost of 4^ cents per square foot. A walk of stone screen- 
ings was also laid along the edge of the Creek wall from Market 
to West Street. 

The planting done during the season extended over all the 
large parks. Masses of shubbery were set out on the slopes be- 
tween Market and West Streets; between Adams and Van Buren 
Streets, and at the northerly end of Washington Street Bridge 
In all about 1930 shrubs, 900 cedars and 120 other trees of differ- 
ent varieties were set out. 

This department has also arranged to take over the care 
and maintenance of the trees and planting spaces of Park Avenue 
from Church Lane to Pennsylvania Avenue, in addition to the 
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care of the trees on Gilpin Avenue, under a special fund known 
as the ** Gilpin and Park Avenues Tree Fund," amounting at 
present to $594.59, of which amount William P. Bancroft dona- 
ted $310.00, to provide for the cost of planting on Park Avenue. 

SWIMMING POOL. 

The record of the Swimming Pool for the past season shows 
an increased attendance over the previous year, the total number 
of bathers being 26,980 of which 25,928 were male and 1052 were 
female. Of the above, 991 men paid 10 cents and 321 women paid 
5 cents admission fee, netting a total of $1 14. 15. 

There is a strong demand among the women for another half 
day each week during which they may use the bath on payment 
of an admission fee, and it would seem advisable to revise the 
rules so that another day be set apart as a pay-day, the morning 
hours to be reserved for women and children, and the afternoon 
and evening for men and boys. A uniform admission fee should 
be charged to all on such days. 

ACQUISITION OP LAND. 

A small tract of land lying northwest of the Baltimore & 
Ohio and Jessup & Moore branch of the P. W. & B., consisting of 
less than an acre, was acquired through the assistance of William 
P. Bancroft. This land while of little use at present, may in the 
future form a link in securing the extention of the North Side 
driveway west of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. 

CONCLUSION. 

A concise review of the total expenditures for Park purposes 
from the creation of the Board of Park Commissioners to date, 
shows for purchase of land $243,851.46 and for improvements and 
maintenance of same for thirteen years (being the sum of all 
annual appropriations and proceeds of bonds) $2 18,500.00 a grand 
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total of $462,351.46. This would show an average cost of $6.04 
per capita of Wilmington's population for all expenses incurred 
in acquiring, improving and maintaining our Park system. The 
average annual appropriation (including loans) for improvements 
and maintenance has been $16,800, amounting to 22 cents per 
capita. It would seem fair to assume that no inhabitant would 
voluntarily surrender the privileges which our parks afford for 
the small sum which they are costing. The estimated value of 
lands, exclusive of all improvements, was placed, by disinterested 
parties, at $410,000.00; so that, independent of the increased 
assessed valuation of adjacent property, attributable directly to 
its proximity to the parks, it would appear to have been a good 
investment for the citizens of Wilmington. 

In closing this record of our year's work we are sadly remind- 
ed of the loss of one of our most active and valuable members — 
Mr. George W. Bush, a charter member of the Board. Mr. Bush 
was, from the creation of the Board, earnest and energetic in all 
movements tending toward Park development, and his counsel 
was always a strong factor in shaping the work before us. His 
death was a severe loss to this department as it was to the whole 
community. 

THEODORE A. I.EISEN, 

Engineer and Superintendent, 



21 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

FOR TH« YBAR ENDING DKCKMBKR 3I, I9OO. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance, $ 5,028 70 

Annual Appropriation, $15,000 00 

Rents from Houses, ii302 00 

Swimming Pool Receipts, 11415 

Sundries, 19 35 

Interest, 82 08 

$16,517 58 

William P. Bancroft, 

Cost of Gutters and Drainage, Red Oak 

Road, $ 1,675 92 

Cost of Footwalks on private property, 191 30 
Donation toward Planting, 100 00 

$ 1,967 22 

Jos. Bancroft & Sons Co., 

Cost of Footwalks on private property, $ 520 28 

Cost of Trees sold, 54 10 

$ 574 38 

T. A. Leisen, 

Cost of trees sold, 13 50 

J. Cloud Elliott Estate, 

j4 Cost of Boundary fence, 61 57 

Gilpin and Park Avenues Tree Fund, . . 74 15 



$24,237 10 



EXPENDITURES. 

Engineering and Superintendence, ... $ 1,840 04 

Police, 4.792 57 

Maintenance, i>755 77 

General Expenses, 579 58 

Lighting, 375 1 7 

Repairs to Buildings 265 60 

$9,606 73 
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Brought forward, $9,606 73 

Settees and Tables, 27 25 

Swimming Pool 247 06 

Planting 583 42 

Creek Wall, 355 21 

Market Street Entrance, 83 61 

Grading 161 77 

Grading, Jackson to Adams, 165 08 

Red Oak Road, 1,675 92 

Drainage, 290 64 

Macadamizing Rockford Drive 3,627 57 

Macadamizing Park Drive West to Mar- 
ket Streets, 1,643 89 

Repairs to Wire Bridge i73 07 

Repaits to Foot Bridges, 64 23 

Repairs to Roadways 217 87 

Repairs to Clajrton Street Bridge, ... 41 70 

Improvements to Banks and Roads, . . 257 72 

Footwalks, West to Market Streets, . . 255 85 

Footwalks, 969 51 

Tools and Implements, 105 21 

$20,555 29 

Balance, 3,681 81 

$24,237 10 




1 
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STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES IN DETAIL. 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 3I, IQOO. 
ON ACCOUNT OP MAIN PARK SYSTBM. 

Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries and Labor, . . . . ; . * $ i>674 44 
General Expenses, ;.;...;. 527 41 

$ 2,201 85 

POWCE. 

Salaries of Park Guards, . . . . * $ 2,564 57 

Uniforms, 146 30 

Material, 4 45 

$ 2,715 32 

Maintenance. 

Labor, .............$ 1,110 52 

Material, 381 25 

Hauling, 205 10 

$ 1,696 87 

Lighting. 

Electric Current, . ; $ 141 42 

Material, ............ 4 00 

$ 14542 

Repairs to Buii^dings. 

Labor, $ 200 36 

Material, ....;;;.;.;; 65 24 

$ 265 60 

Settees and Tabi^es. 

Material, $ 27 25 

Swimming Pooi*.. 

Labor, $ 219 50 

Material, 27 56 

$ 247 06 
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Brought forward $ 7,299 57 

Pl^ANTlNG. 

I^abor, $ 218 02 

Material, 274 38 

Hauling, 70 02 

$ 562 42 

Crkkk Wai,!,. 

I<abor, $ 133 15 

Material, 222 06 

$ 355 21 

Market Street Entrance. 

I<abor, $ 22 05 

Material, 59 06 

Hauling, 2 50 

$ 83 61 

Grading. 

Labor, $ 84 12 

Material, 11 05 

Hauling, 66 60 

$ 161 77 

Grading, Jackson to Adams. 

Ivabor, •....$ 42 45 

Material, 46 38 

Hauling, 76 25 

$ 165 08 

Red Oak Road. 

Labor, $ 545 14 

Material, 977 83 

Hauling 152 95 

$ 1,675 92 

Drainage. 

I^bor, J 76 44 

Material, 194 95 

HauUng, 19 25 

$ 290 64 
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Brought forward, $10,594 22 

Macadamizing Rockford Driv«. 

Labor $ 761 90 

Material, 2,257 14 

Hauling, 608 53 

$ 3,627 57 

Macadamizing Park Driv^, W^t 
TO Market SxR^m^s. 

Labor, $ 179 25 

Material, 1,219 04 

Hauling, ... 245 60 

$ 1,643 89 

REPAIRS TO WiR« Bridge. 

Labor, $ 74 77 

Material, 98 30 

$ 173 07 

Repairs to Foot Bridges. 

Labor, $ 37 53 

Material, 26 70 

$ 64 23 

Repairs to Roadways. 

Labor, $ 96 15 

Material, 94 72 

Hauling, 27 00 

$ 217 87 

Repairs to Ci^ayton Street Bridge. 

Labor, $ 41 70 

Improvements to Banks and Roads. 

Labor, $ 207 80 

Material, 12 67 

Hauling, 37 25 

$ 257 72 

F00TWA1.KS, West to Market Sts. 

Labor, $ 70 12 

Material, 179 48 

Hauling, 6 25 

$ 255 85 
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Brought forward, <i6 8 6 

FOOTWAI.KS. 

Material, ^ ^62 48 

Hauling. 523 53 

TOOM AND lMPI^M«NTS. 9^9 51 

Material, 

.*'••• $ 105 21 

Total on account of Main Park System Z 

Erjgineering and Superintendence. ., 55 .0 

Generd Expenses ^^^ ®5 

I<abor, ' 17 39 

Hauling, 3 25 

Material, . . ' ' 5 50 

Planting, 23 25 

I/ighting, . * ' 21 GO 

82 81 I 

On ACCOUKT OF D%AMOR« P,u« ^ ^^'^ 

^n^eering and Superintendence, ., ,, ^ 

General Expenses, 733 55 \ 

^t>or ' 17 39 

I/ighting, . . ■ 8 90 

113 09 

On Accotjnt op Edbn Park ^ ^^^ '^ 

General Expenses, ^71 85 

if*^": ; ; 17 39 

Hauling, . . 4 50 

Material, . , ' i 50 

Ifighting, . . . [ ' 12 00 

33 83 

$ 796 27 

1^20,555 29 
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SUB-DIVISION OP EXPENDITURES UNDER 

"MAINTENANCE** AND "CONSTRUCTION." 

MAINTENANCE. 

Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence, . $ 733 95 

Police, . 2,715 32 

Maintenance, 1,696 87 

Lighting, I45 42 

Repairs to Buildings, 265 60 

Settees and Tables, 27 25 

Swimming Pool, 247 06 

Repairs to Wire Bridge, i73 o? 

Repairs to Foot Bridges, 64 23 

Repairs to Roadways, 217 87 

Repairs to Clayton Street Bridge, . 41 70 

Tools and Implements, 35 07 

$ 6,363 41 

Kirkwood Park, 880 25 

Delamore Park, 928 13 

Eden Park, 796 27 



$ 8,968 06 



CONSTRUCTION. 

Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence, . $ 1,467 90 

Tools and Implements, ...... 70 14 

Planting, 562 42 

Creek Wall, 355 21 

Market Street Entrance, 83 61 

Grading, 161 77 

Grading: Jackson to Adams Sts., . . 165 08 

Red Oak Road, ......... 1,675 92 

Drainage, 290 64 

Macadamizing Rockford Drive, . . 3,627 57 
Macadamizing Park Drive West to 

Market Streets, i>643 ^9 

Improveinents to Batiks and Roads, 257 72 

Footwalks: West to Market Sts., . . 255 85 

Footwalks, . 969 51 



- $11,587 23 
$20,555 29 
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PARK REGULATIONS. 



No person shall ride or drive upon any part of the Park except 
upon the roads intended for such purposes. 

No person shall bring led horses within the limits of the Park 
nor turn any horses, cattle, goats, swine, dogs or other ani- 
mals loose in the Park. 

No person shall indulge in any threatening, abusive, insulting or 
indecent language, or commit any obscene or indecent act in 
the Park. 

No persons shall carry firearms, shoot birds, or other animals, 
nor throw stones or other missiles, or in any way disturb or 
annoy the birds or animals within the boundaries of the 
Park. 

No person shall throw any dead animals or other ofiEensive matter 
into the Park, nor foul any spring, brook or other water 
within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall cut, break or otherwise injure or deface any trees, 
shrubs, plants, turf, rock or any building, fence, bridge or 
other structure within the Park. 

No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise aflBx or distribute 
any signs, advertisements or circulars within the Park. 

No person shall injure, deface, destroy, or remove any notices or 
regulations for the government of the Park. 

Penalties, $5.00 to $10.00 



fl^ 







mtiff 




THE OBSERVATORY, ROCKFORD PARK. 




Report 



OFJHE ^ 



Board of 
Park Commissioners, 



OF 



Wilmington, Delaware. 



Jl Jl Jl 

For the Year Ending December 31st, 190L 

V ir ^ 



John M. Rogers Press, 

Wilmington, Del., 

1902. 



THE NEW YORK 

PUBUC LIBRARY 

TILBEN FOUNDATIONS. 

190t 




ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Cover desigDy by A. T. A., **Primroscs" Cover 

Observatory, Rockford Park, photograph by John M. Rogers . Frontispiece 
View through Tower Arch, *« <« «* <« Facing Page 5 

View from Observatory, ** " " «« «* '« 9 

Tail Race on North Side, photograph by H. A, Speakman . ** *« 1 1 
Headband, by Frank M. Jones, "Quaker-ladies" .... "11 

Clayton Street Bridge, photograph by Theo. A. Leisen . . «* "13 
Tailpiece, by Walter Whitehead, "Water-lilies" .... " i? 

Old Views of the Brandywine, Courtesy of J. R. Cummings ** " 25 
Old Views of the Brandywine, Courtesy of J. R. Cummings ** " 27 




VIEW THROUGH TOWER ARCH. 



To the City Council of Wilmington. 
Gentlemen: — 

In accordance with the act creating the Board 
of Park Commissioners, I herewith submit its report for 
1 90 1, in which you will find the reports of the Superintend- 
ent and Treasurer, giving the information required by law 
to be submitted to your Honorable Body. 

Respectfully, 

Wm. M. Can by. 

President. 



PRESENT BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS. 





Date of Appointment. 


Term 


Exprei. 


Samuel H. Baynard, 


October 


1900. Dec. 31, 1906, 


J. Newlin Gawthrop, 


November 


1895. * 




< « 


Henry A. DuPont, 


March 


1883. 




* 1905 


William P. BancrofTj 


<c 


cc c 




C i< 


John M. Rogers, 


November 


1898. 




' 1904 


Jos. L. Carpenter, Jr., 


January 


1895. ' 




C ii 


Dennis J. Menton, 


September 


1886. 




' 1903 


Samuel Bancroft, Jr., 


November 


1895. * 




i i( 


William M. Canby, 


March 


1883. ' 




* 1902 


George S. Capelle, 


January 


1898. 
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MEMBERS EX.OFFICIO. 

George M. Fisher, Mayor. 

Charles H. Blaine, President of Council. 

James Kane, Chairman of Finance Committee of Council. 

Geo. H. Boughman, Chief Engineer of Surveying Department. 

OFFICERS. 

William M. Canby, President. 

Theodore A. Leisen, Engineer and Secretary. 

William Bush, Treasurer. 

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER and SUPERINTENDENT, 
Corner Lovering Avenue and DuPont Street. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

William M. Canby, Chairman. 
J. Newlin Gawthrop. 
Samuel H. Baynard. 



MEMBERS OF PREVIOUS YEARS. 



George H. Bates, 



Date of Appointment. 

Edward Betts, March 1883. 

^ March 1883. 

( September 1887. 

Jos. L. Carpenter, Jr., March 1883. 
William Canby, 

Francis N. Buck, " " 

J. Taylor Gause, " " 



Thomas F. Bayard, 
George W. Bush, 



March 



1883. 



Date of Resignation. 

January 1885. 

September 1886. 

December 1894. 

April 1887. 

October 1895. 

November 1895. 

December 1897. 

Died. 

Sept. 28, 1898. 
June 12, 1900. 
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OUR PUBLIC GROUNDS. 



MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 



Am Total Am 
in Acres, in Acres. 



North Brandywine Park, 80.57 

South Brandywine Park, 73-22 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove, . .14.83 
Rockford Park, 71-37 



239.99 



SMALL PARKS. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Sts., 4.45 
Delamore Park, Broome and Maple Streets, 5.34 
Eden Park, New Castle Avenue and F Street, 7.35 



17.14 

257-13 

OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 

NOT UNDER CONTROL OF PARK COMMISSION. 

Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets, 7.50 

Rodney Park, Eighth and Clayton Streets, 1.66 

Franklin Park, Eighth and Broome Streets, 2.89 

Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington St., .12 

Kennett Place, Penna. Ave. and Franklin St., . 1 2 

Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets, .17 

Soldiers' Monum't, Del. Ave. and Broome St., .09 

12.55 



Total Area of Parks, 269.68 

Population of Wilmington in 1900, 76,5cx> 

Area of Wilmington in 1900, . . . .10.18 square miles. 

One Acre of Park Land to 284 inhabitants. 

One Acre of Park Land to 24 Acres of City Area. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT FOR 1901. 



To the Board of Park Commissioners. 

Gentlemen : — 

In the following report the endeavor will 
be to give a brief description of all work done during the 
past year together with the cost thereof, as shown in the 
accompany tables. In preparing these, the idea has been, 
as heretofore, to separate the cost of maintenance from that 
of construction or new work, and while the subdivision may 
not be always carried out to a theoretically correct point, it 
is believed that a sufficient degree of accuracy is obtained 
by the system in use to fulfil the desired conditions. 

CLIFF WALL AND PAVILION. 

A special effort was made to get the ground adjacent 
to the north end of Washington Street Bridge into proper 
shape, and while the expenditures in that section have 
exceeded the original estimate, the increase was largely due 
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to the substitution of more permanent structures, whereby 
a minimum of expense for future maintenance is obtained. 
The work in this vicinity had been under consideration for 
several years, but was postponed from year to year for lack 
of funds. 

The face of the cliff to the west of the bridge has long 
been a blot on the landscape, as well as a source of danger 
in its unprotected state. Each successive rain washed the 
mud down the face of the old quarry, and to avoid this with 
its tendency to unsightly discoloration, as well as to provide 
a safe means for enjoying the view from this elevation, a 
heavy masonry wall was built from the solid ledge of rock 
to about three feet above the surface of the ground. A 
corbeled semi-circular projection, with battlemented parapet 
forming an open belvedere was built next to the bridge, and 
and on the larger projecting ledge beyond, the main wall was 
constructed to form the foundation of a circular pavilion 
designed as the prominent feature, from which point of 
vantage a fine vista is afforded of the Brandywine valley. 
The foundations for the pavilion were completed in the 
Autumn, and the contract for the superstructure entered 
into, but owing to the difficulty in obtaining the iron work 
its construction had to be postponed until Spring. The 
design calls for an all concrete-steel pavilion thirty-four feet 
in diameter, with dome shaped roof The entire wall, 
including parapet and foundations for pavilion, contains 
about 410 cubic yards of masonry, the total cost of which, 
including excavation, refilling and all other work incidental 
thereto, was $2^494.75, and the contract price for the con- 
crete-steel pavilion was ^2,710.00. 
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at Lovering Avenue, and plans and specifications were pre- 
pared on the lines therein set forth. These plans after 
approval by the Board, were submitted to the Directors of 
the Street and Sewer Department and approved by them, 
and on August 6th, they agreed by resolution, to pay for 
one-half the cost of said work, the total estimated cost of 
which, as submitted at that time being |6,cxx>.oo. Bids 
were called for, for the construction of the concrete-steel arch, 
abutments and superstructure, and the contract awarded 
for $3,900.00. 

It had been decided to build the buttresses to the wing 
walls by day's work, under direct supervision of the Park 
Engineer, and this work was commenced the latter part of 
September. Special care was taken in every detail, partic- 
ularly in regard to tieing the new work securely into the old, 
and was accomplished with entire success. These buttresses 
were built of best quality rubble masonry, nearly all derrick 
stone, laid in Portland cement, and bonded into the old 
wall with headers where feasible, and with steel bars at other 
points. Those on the northwest wing wall were started on 
bed rock foundation; those on the northeast wing, on com- 
pact gravel and clay with a broad footing course of concrete. 
There was in all about 260 cubic yards of masonry, the cost 
of whichy including excavation, tearing out old work, inser- 
tion of steel bars, and I beam over arched culvert, was 
11,690.48- The construction of the abutments for the arch 
was started in October, but owing to an unforseen delay in 
securing the steel ribs for the arch, this work was delayed 
until the severe winter weather interrupted the progress of 
concreting. The arch was finally finished in December, but 
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a portion of the superstructure to be built under the terms 
of the contract still remains unfinished. A few weeks of 
good weather will, however, permit its completion, and the 
road can then be opened to travel. The rebuilding of the 
steps on the northeast wing wall also remains to be done, 
and will be started as the weather permits. The total cost 
will probably not exceed the original estimate. 

MACADAMIZING PARK DRIVE. 
The Park Drive from Van Buren to Clayton Street 
was macadamized at a cost of 13,676.92, equivalent to 50 
cents per square yard. The section between Clayton Street 
and Riddle's road was also macadamized and, although this 
was not included in the estimate for the year's work, it was 
thought best to do it at this time as the road was already 
blocked off by the work on Clayton Street Bridge, and no 
unnecessary interruption to travel would be thereby incurred. 
The cost of this work was J 1,626.36, equivalent to 40J cents 
per square yard. The lower cost of this section was due to 
the fact that very litde preparatory grading was necessary. 
With the exception of the approaches to Clayton Street 
Bridge on Lovering Avenue, the Park Drive is now macad- 
amized from Market Street to the entrance to the woods 
in Rockford Park, a distance of over two miles. 

LIGHTING. 

The constant increase of vehicular travel over the Park 
Drive demands that consideration be given to installing 
an adequate system of lighting for the entire distance from 
Market Street to Church Lane. The first question for 
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consideration is the kind of lamp best suited to the require- 
ments of Park lighting according to the conditions existing 
here, and it would, seem that electricity in some form will 
best suit these conditions, the only objection being the 
necessity for overhead wires and the consequent interference 
with the trees. The lamp that gives the best service in the 
open, may not necessarily be the best to select for the woods, 
but accepting electricity as the desirable medium, the best 
solution to the problem would probably be the selection of 
low power enclosed arc lamps for the wooded sections, and 
either the same lamps, or higher power arc lamps placed at 
greater intervals, for the unshaded portions of the drive. 
The incandescent system might suffice provided 25 candle 
power could be guaranteed from 25 c. p. lamps, and the 
distance between lamps limited to pne hundred feet. An 
experiment was made between Market and West Streets 
with gasolene lamps similar to the Welsbach system, and 
while the light is good under favorable conditions, they 
occasionally go out of their own accord; the mantles break; 
the burners get out of order, and are generally troublesome, 
without the saving virtue of economy, as each lamp has 
shown an average cost of Jjo.cx) pfer annum. As a whole 
the experience obtained would not warrant an extension, or 
even a continuance of that* system of lighting. 

KIRKWOOD PARK. 

At Kirkwood Park a parapet wall was built along the 
Creek front to obviate the possibility of danger to small 
children. The work was done by contract at I5.10 per 
cubic yard J the total cost being J300.50. 
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DELAMORE PARK. 

A granolithic sidewalk was laid along the Broome 
Street side of Delamore Park, the contract price for which 
was 1 1. 33 per square yard, and the total cost $407.28. 

GENERAL. 

The Rockford Park Water Tower and Observatory, 
which was built by the Water Department, is now com- 
pleted and ready for public use, as an observatory, as soon 
as the necessary agreement between the Mayor and Council 
and E. I. duPont deNemours & Co., is executed. It is 
earnestly hoped that the necessary conditions may be agreed 
to in order that the public may enjoy the privileges which 
the observatory would afford. 

A strip of land embodying the bed of Sixteenth Street 
from Washington to West Street, and the bed of Washing- 
ton Street from Sixteenth Street to the Brandywine, was 
deeded to the city for Park purposes by the Executors of 
the Joseph Tatnall Estate. 

Theodore A. Leisen, 

Engineer and Superintendent. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 
For the Year Ending December 31st, 1901. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance, $ 3,681.81 

Annual Appropriation, > 15,000.00 

Salcof Bonds, 15,000.00 

Rents from Houses, i,334-00 

Receipts from Swimming Pool, . . 204.40 

Interest, 207.74 

Sundries, 24.16 

$3^^770.30 
Received from St. and Sewer Dept. 
Quota of cost of flooring Clayton 

Street Bridge, $ 97.89 

Quota of cost of Curbing Eigh- 
teenth and Washington Sts., 191-63 

$ 289.52 

Received from Wm. P. Bancroft, 
Cost of Grading at Mt. Salem 

Church, $ 21.00 

$35,762.63 

EXPENDITURES. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 2,079.36 

P^l|^^> 5>372.77 

Maintenance, . 2>3 77-31 

General Expenses, 764.59 

Lighting, 633.78 

Repairs to Buildings, 183.76 

Repairs to Clayton Street Bridge, . 153.28 

$11,564.85 $35,762.63 
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Brought forward, 111,564.85 135,762.63 

Repairs to Wire Bridge, .... 4.71 

Repairs to Roadways, 55- 80 

Swimming Pool, 324-53 

Planting, . 26.99 

Gilpin and Park Aves. Tree Fund, 49-54 

Improvement to Banks and Roads, 296.18 

Footwalks, 49-^5 

Sidewalks, 1,157.25 

Curbing, 428.28 

Grading Sixteenth Street, . . . . 688.51 

Macadamizing Sixteenth Street, . ^^19-35 

Glen Avenue, ^S^'S3 

Cliff Wall and Pavilion, 2,494.75 

Clayton Street Bridge, 3,640.48 

Macadamizing Park Drive, Van 

Buren to Clayton Street, . . . 3,676.92 
Macadamizing Park Drive, Clayton 

Street to Riddle's Road, . . . 1,626.36 

Drainage, 258.20 

Steps at Van Buren Street, .... 26.45 

Kirkwood Park Wall, 300.50 

Tools and Implements, 127.16 

127,172.49 

Balance, $ 8,590.14 
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STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES IN DETAIL. 
For the Year Ending December 31st, 1901. 

ON ACCOUNT OF MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 

Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries and Labor, 11,871.42 

General Expenses, 688.13 

$ MS9.S5 
Police. 

Salaries of Park Guards, . . . .12,988.47 
Uniforms and Material, .... 173.10 

$ 3>i6i.57 

Maintenance. 

Labor, 11,940.14 

Material, 138.76 

Hauling, 221.88 

- $ 2,300.78 

Lighting. 

Electric Current, $ 152.30 

Labor, 82.50 

Material, 169.80 

$ 404.60 

Repairs to Buildings. 

Labor, $ 67.85 

Material, ii5-9i 

$ 183.76 

Repairs to Clayton Street Bridge. 

Material, | 153-28 

$ 8>763-54 



21 
Brought forward, $ 8,763.54 

Repairs to Wire Bridge. 

Material, $ 4.71 

Repairs to Roadways. 

Labor, $ 38.60 

Hauling, 17.20 

$ 55.80 

Svimming Pool. 

Contract, $ 75.00 

Labor, 219.09 

Material, 30.44 

$ 324.53 

Planting. 

Labor, $ 6.50 

Material, 13*00 

Hauling, 7.49 

$ 26.99 

Gilpin and Park Avenues Tree Fund. 

Labor, $ 19.00 

Material, 25.54 

Hauling, 5.00 

$ 49-54 

Improvement to Banks and Roads. 

Labor, $ 122.78 

Hauling, I73-40 

$ 296.18 

Footvalks. 

Labor, $ 34.65 

Material, 4.50 

Hauling, 10.00 

$ 49-15 

$ 9>570.44 



Brought forward, $ 9,570.44 

Sidewalks. 

Contract, $ 749-97 

Curbing. 

Labor, $ 15.70 

Contract, 412.58 

$ 428.28 

Grading Sixteenth Street. 

Labor, $ 518.21 

Hauling, 170.30 

J 688.51 

Macadamizing Sixteenth Street. 

Labor, $ 92.15 

Material, 118.95 

Hauling, 8.25 

$ 219.35 

Glen Avenue. 

Labor, $ 89.03 

Hauling, 67.50 

Cliff Wall and Pavilion. 

Labor, 11,198.98 

Material, 1,261.17 

Hauling, 34-6o 

$ 2^4.94.75 

Clayton Street Bridge. 

Contract, $1,950.00 

Labor, 961.24 

Material, 720.99 

Hauling, 8.25 

$ 3,640.48 

117*948.3 1 
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Brought forward, 117,948.31 

Macadamizing Park Drive, Van Buren 
to Clayton Streets. 

Labor, $ 732.56 

Material, 2,729.71 

Hauling, 214.65 

$ 3,676.92 

Macadamizing Park Drive, Clayton 
Street to Riddle's Road. 

Labor, $ 187.28 

Material, ^y396'33 

Hauling, 4^-75 

- - $ 1,626.36 

Drainage. 

Labor, $ 54.85 

Material, 203.35 

$ 258.20 

Steps at Van Buren Street. 

Labor, $ 26.45 

Tools and Implements. 

Material, $ 127.16 

Total on account of Main Park System, . $23,663.40 

On Account of Kirkwood Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 83.18 

Police, 739-35 

General Expenses, 30*58 

Wall along Creek, (Contract) . . 300.50 

Labor, 18.90 

Material, 26.93 

Hauling, 17.00 

Lighting, 78.62 

$ 1,295.06 

124,958.46 
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Brought forward, $24,958.46 

On Account of Delamore Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 83.18 

Police, 739-35 

General Expenses, 30.58 

Sidewalks, (Contract) 407.28 

Labor, 6.00 

Material, 1.50 

Hauling, 5.00 

Lighting, 115-24 

-— $ 1,388.13 

On Account of Eden Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 41.58 

Police J 732.50 

General Expenses, i5-30 

Labor, 1.20 

Lighting, 35.32 

$ 825.90 

127,172.49 
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OLD VIEWS OF THE BRANDYWINE. 
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SUBDIVISION OF EXPENDITURES UNDER 
"MAINTENANCE'' AND "CONSTRUCTION.'' 

MAINTENANCE. 
Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 639.89 

Police, 3.161.57 

Maintenance, 2,3CX).78 

Lighting, 404.60 

Repairs to Buildings, 183.76 

Repairs to Clayton Street Bridge, 153.28 

Repairs to Wire Bridge, .... 4.71 

Repairs to Roadways, 5 5* 80 

Swimming Pool, 324.53 

Gilpin and Park Aves. Tree Fund, 49-54 

Tools and Implements, .... 3i«79 

$7,310.25 

Kirkwood Park, 966.13 

Delamore Park, 952-42 

Eden Park, 825.90 

$10,054.70 

CONSTRUCTION. 
Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $1,919.66 

Planting, 26.99 

Improvement to Banks and Roads, 296. 1 8 

Footwalks, 49-15 

Sidewalks, 749«97 

Curbing, 428.28 

$3,470.23 $10,054.70 
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Brought forward, $3,470.23 $ 10,054.70 

Grading Sixteenth Street, . . . . 688.51 

Macadamizing Sixteenth Street, . 219.35 

Glen Avenue, 156.53 

Cliff Wall and Pavilion, .... 2,494.75 

Clayton Street Bridge, 3,640.48 

Macadamizing Park Drive, Van 

Buren to Clayton Street, . . . 3,676.92 
Macadamizing Park Drive, Clay- 
ton Street to Riddle's Road, . . 1,626.36 

Drainage, 258.20 

Steps at Van Buren Street, . . . 26.45 

Tools and Implements, .... 95*37 

116,353.15 

Kirkwood Park, 328.93 

Dclamorc Park, 435-71 

$17,117.79 

127,172.49 




4 



OLD VIEWS OF THE BRANDVWINE. 



\ 



27 



PARK REGULATIONS. 



No person shall ride or drive upon any part of the Park 
except upon the roads intended for such purposes. 

No person shall bring led horses within the limits of the 
Park nor turn any horses, cattle, goats, swine, dogs or 
other animals loose in the Park. 

No person shall indulge in any threatening, abusive, insult- 
ing or indecent language, or commit any obscene or 
indecent act in the Park. 

No person shall carry firearms, shoot birds, or other ani- 
mals, or throw stones or other missiles, or in any way 
disturb or annoy the birds or animals within the 
boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall throw any dead animals or other offensive 
matter into the Park, nor foul any spring, brook or 
other water within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall cut, break or otherwise injure or deface 
any trees, shrubs, plants, turf, rock or any building, 
fence, bridge or other structure within the Park. 

No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise affix or dis- 
tribute any signs, advertisements or circulars within 
the Park. 

No person shall injure, deface, destroy or remove any 
notices or regulations for the government of the Park. 

Penalties, $5.00 to $10.00 
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